February 2026

Grants and Programs é Q) Pennstate Extension

Available for the Lake Erie Region

Grape & Wine Industry G Cornell Cooperative Extension
~ Lake Erie Regional Grape Program

Please review each grant’s Request for Proposals (RFP) before applying to understand all program details and
what is required of the applicant. Contact Andrew Holden, Business Managment Educator, with any questions
at azh6192@psu.edu or by calling 716-640-2656. If you know of a grant that wasn’t listed and would benefit the
industry, please contact Andrew. Grant information was compiled in February of 2026 and is subject to change.

Value Added Producer Grants in New York & Pennsylvania
State: NY & PA

Funder: USDA

Details: The Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program helps U.S. agricultural producers
enter into value-added activities that:
- Generate new products from raw agricultural commodities
- Create and expand marketing opportunities
- Increase producer income through enhanced product value and market reach
These grants support either:
- Planning activities (e.g., feasibility studies, business and marketing plans)
- Working capital needs (processing, packaging, advertising, inventory, and salaries)

Amount: Planning Grants: Up to $50,000
Working Capital Grants: Up to $200,000
Matching Requirement: 1:1 match (100% of the grant amount), which may include cash
or eligible in-kind contributions

For: Agricultural producers (including harvesters and steering committees)
Agricultural producer groups
Farmer- or rancher-cooperatives

Availability: Opens January 15, 2026 Program Application Period: Electronic applications will be ac-
cepted via the VAPG application portal until 1:00 p.m. Eastern Time on April 15, 2026.

More Info: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/value-added-producer-grants/ny

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

State: NY & PA
Funder: USDA, NRCS
Details: EQIP provides technical and financial assistance to agricultural producers and forest

landowners to address natural resource concerns, such as: Improved water and air qual-
ity; Conserved ground and surface water; Increased soil health ; Reduced soil erosion
and sedimentation; Improved or created wildlife habitat; and Mitigation against drought
and increasing weather volatility.

Amount:

For: Growers

Availability: Ongoing

More Info: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
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Assistance for Specialty Crop Farmers (ASCF) Program

State: NY & PA

Funder: Farm Service Agency

Details: USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) is providing $1 billion through a one-time bridge
payment for specialty crops, sugar, and commodities not covered through the previously
announced Farm Bridge Assistance (FBA) program. These bridge payments are autho-
rized under the Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act. ASCF payments are based
on reported 2025 planted acres.

Amount: End of March - commodity-specific payment rates will be released.

For: Most specialty crops including grapes.

Availability: Deadline to ensure 2025 crop acreage reports are factual and accurate for eligible ASCF
crops.

More Info: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/farmer-bridge-assistance-fba-program

Round Two: NYS Beginning Farmer Competitive Grant Program

State: NY

Funder: NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets/The New York Farm Viability Institute

Details: Farmers who have not operated a farm for more than 10 years and who will materially
and substantially participate in operating the farm within the State are eligible to submit
proposals. It is expected that all applicants will have a serious interest in building a finan-
cially sustainable, independent, commercial agricultural enterprise.

Amount:  $5,000 - $250,000

For: Growers (Less than 10 years in business)

Availability: NYFVI anticipates launching Round Two, which will award $1.7 million early in 2026

More Info: https://nyfvi.org/bfcg-program-2/

NYS Grown & Certified ITRD Grant Program

State: NY

Funder: NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets/The New York Farm Viability Institute

Details: If a farm or food system business is eligible for NYS G&C certification of a food and/or
beverage product, they are eligible for this program. The NYS G&C program has worked
hard to develop certification opportunities for a wide range of farms and food system
businesses.

Amount:  Grant sizes will range from $20,000 to $250,000 for infrastructure and technology proj-
ects. A 10% match (cash, grant, loan) will be required for all projects

For: Growers, Wineries

Availability: The next Infrastructure & Technology RFP is expected to be released in early 2026

More Info: https://nyfvi.org/new-york-state-grown-certified-itrd-grant-program-october-2025/
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NYS Food and Fiber Processing Grant Program

State: NY

Funder: New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets

Details: The Food and Fiber Processing Grant Program, administered by the Farm and Food
Growth Fund (FFGF) on behalf of the New York State Department of Agriculture and
Markets, supports the scaling of existing and new products produced and harvested in
New York State. Funding is available for the construction and renovation of facilities, as
well as the purchase and installation of equipment. Priority will be given to projects that
expand processing for fruits, vegetables, grains and beans for human consumption; plant
and animal fibers.

Amount: Eligible applicants may apply for awards ranging from $250,000 to $2.5 million.

For: For-profit businesses
Grower/Producer Cooperatives
Nonprofit organizations

Availability: Application deadline: April 28, 2026, 5:00 pm EST

More Info: https://www.ffgrowthfund.org/food-and-fiber
PAVInES

State: PA

Funder: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection

Details: PA VIinES (Vested in Environmental Sustainability) is a voluntary program that promotes
sustainable viticulture practices through a grower self-assessment workbook. The work-
book looks at the economic and environmental impacts of grape production on each
operation and serves as an educational resource for growers.

Amount:  The PA VIinES Program pays up to 85% of installing conservation practices like: Stream-
bank Stabilization, Stabilized Access Roads, Stream Crossings/Culverts, Grassed Water-
ways, Blind Inlets/Drop Boxes, Riparian Buffers, Diversions, & Cover Crops

For: Growers

Availability: Ongoing

More Info: https://www.erieconservation.com/pavines

Farm Vitality Planning Grant

State: PA

Funder: Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture

Details: Grants may be used for expenses related to the following projects: - Creating or obtain-
ing business plans or management strategies, plans for the transition of ownership and
operation, plans to diversify an existing agricultural operation, plans for a farm expan-
sion, or plans to maintain the long-term economic viability and protect the investment of
public funds in preserving farms.

Amount:  The maximum grant amount is $7,500 and is limited to 75% of project costs.
This is a reimbursement grant.
The amount of reimbursement is based on eligible costs submitted by an approved appli-
cant for an approved project during the fiscal year in which the grant is offered.
Grants will be awarded on a funds-available basis.
In-kind support will not be counted toward an applicant's matching contribution.

For: Growers

Availability: Ongoing
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