
Commercial Vehicle Awareness



A Commercial Motor Vehicle is

•  Any single or combination motor vehicle 
used on a highway, IN COMMERCE, to 
transport property or passengers AND

 



Commercial Motor Vehicle

Has a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) 

or gross combination weight rating, or gross 

vehicle weight or gross combination weight, 

of (10,001 pounds) or more, whichever is 

greater;

 



Commercial Motor Vehicle

• Is designed or used to transport more than 
8 passengers (including the driver) for 
compensation; or 

• Is designed or used to transport more than 
15 passengers, including the driver, and is 
not used to transport passengers for 
compensation; 

• OR



Commercial Motor Vehicle

• Is used in transporting material found by 

the Secretary of Transportation to be 

hazardous under 49 U.S.C. 5103 and 

transported in a quantity requiring 

placarding under regulations prescribed by 

the Secretary under 49 CFR, subtitle B, 

chapter I, subchapter C.









Now we know what a CMV is, 

what does this mean? You need 

to comply with sections of the 

FMCSR. 



FMCSA regulations





New York Transportation Law 

section 820 explains exactly 

what portions of the FMCSR 

apply to NY operations. 



The DOT inspection process

• There are primarily 3 levels of inspection

• As violations get cited against a “DOT 

number” it affects a companies 

score/rating; which ultimately will cause 

insurance issues, audits, and worse case 

scenario’s companies will be shut down.

• There is a North American Out of Service 

guide book that regulates what violations 

are deemed to place a truck or driver OOS

• Common OOS violations…..



Do you have a DOT#, and is it 

active?
• SAFER Web - Company Snapshot

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiguqmazN7gAhWvVt8KHW6CD10QFjAAegQICxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsafer.fmcsa.dot.gov%2FCompanySnapshot.aspx&usg=AOvVaw2CCTFM8ip0dTHEClwCoPvc


Check your MCS-150 date. 

Needs to be updated every 2 

years.  This is done online.  



If you get this…..



And if you just can’t figure it 

out..

• You can contact NYSDOT 518-

457-1046

• They will help you update your 

mcs-150.



If you need to get a DOT#

• Through the web at 

http://safer.fmcsa.dot.gov 

• For Intra-State Carriers you may call 

either (518) 457-6512

• Do not pay a “service” and ignore all 

solicitors 



Marking your CMV

• Must have company’s name and 

USDOT#

• Both sides of vehicle

• Visible from 50’

• Sharply contrast background color 



!!!!!! NYS LICENSING !!!!!!

• How big of a vehicle, combination 

truck trailer, can you drive on a 

standard Class D license?

• A single vehicle up to 26,000 

gvwr/actual weight and can pull a 

trailer up to 10,000 gvwr/actual.

• What about air brakes???



CDL class B

• Needed for single vehicle over 

26,000 gvwr/actual 

• Can pull a trailer up to 10,000 

gvwr/actual.

• Must be 21, or 18 Intrastate/no 

HAZMAT/passengers.



CDL class A

• Needed for combination vehicle 

with GVWR or actual weight over 

26,000 and the towed unit is over 

10,000.

• Must be 21 for interstate

• NY just changed 18 and older can 

get class A with K restriction.



Do you think this is Class A?



Licensing

• DMV will allow you to register your truck 

and trailer to non CDL weights, but actual 

GVWR or actual weight will be used to 

determine license class.





This also applies to personal 

use

• Can I take my road test for a Class A 

license in a pickup truck/trailer 

combination?

• YES, but you will receive an O1 restriction 

on your license. No power unit over 

26,000.

• Dump truck over 26,000/trailer will receive 

an O restriction. No tractor trailer combo.



But what about this??



But I heard you don’t need a 

CDL for farm vehicles.
• That is correct, BUT..

• The AG/Farm vehicle that would require a 

CDL must carry a CFV-1 form in each 

vehicle, AND the driver must be 18 and 

have the appropriate farm endorsement 

on his/her license.  F or G=road test

• These vehicles can not be used in for-hire 

operations or transport HAZMAT.

• F vehicles can drive 150 mile radius, G 

can drive in all of NY         







Pay attention to license 

endorsements/restrictions. 



Restrictions

• B-corrective lenses

• A3-medically exempt

• K-intrastate only

• E-no manual transmission

• L-no airbrake equipped vehicles

• ……….



Endorsements

• N-tank vehicle over 1000, or loaded 

multiple IBC’s>1000

• H-hazmat

• X-tank/hazmat combo

• F-farm class A

• G-farm class B

• W-tow truck

• ………



Drug and alcohol clearinghouse

• Any refusal of a test

• Any positive test drug/alcohol will result in 

prohibited operation status in the 

clearinghouse.



DOT physical/med cards

• You need one if…

• You operate any CMV and received your 

first drivers license after 01/01/2004, 

(unless it has the CFV-1 form in it)

• You operate a CMV outside NY

• You have a CDL,(unless you have an A3 

restriction)

• If you have CDL w/med card, pay attention 

to med expiration/restrictions/downgrading



Registering agriculture/farm 

vehicles.



Agricultural Vehicles

• (NYS VTL 401-7E2) – must be:

a.Engaged in planting, harvesting, or 

cultivation farm related crops  

b. Raising, feeding, care of livestock, 

bees and poultry 



Agricultural Vehicles

c. Dairy farming

    d.   Used for transportation of HIS 

OWN   agricultural commodities or 

supplies, or personal passenger  

use, or lumbering operations but 

only incidental to the operation of 

the farm 



Agricultural Plated Vehicles

• No restriction on distance from farm (Over 

26,000 lbs and used out of State you must check to see if you have to be 

apportioned in that State)

• No restriction on where you can travel in 

New York.



Farm Plated Vehicles 

• Must carry MV-260F in vehicle

• Must be between connected portions of 

farm or farms.

• Cannot be used more than 25 miles one 

way from farm.



Farm Plated Vehicles 

• Not for taking products to market-(facilities 

controlled by the farm)

• Transporting FARM materials to the 

nearest municipal landfill.

• To repair shop for repairs. 



Annual inspections for Farm 

and Agricultural Vehicles
• Farm plated vehicles do not need annual 

inspections, but remember, all CMV’s no 

matter how they are registered, are 

subject to DOT roadside inspections.

• Agricultural plated vehicles need NY 

annual inspections. Heavy duty 

inspection over 18,000



Trailers:

You CANNOT register your trailers in Maine 

unless 

You have a Physical                                                                                                      

Address: residence or business (Can NOT 

use a BOX number or register through an 

agency) and the trailer is housed in Maine 

for part of the year. Or

You have apportioned plates.





Trailer annual inspection:

• New York plated trailers, need NY 

inspection. (unless FARM plated)

• If allowed to register out of State it must 

have Federal Annual Inspection or 

equivalent state inspection



Trailers

• 375.1c NYS VTL – Every trailer weighing 

more than 1,000 lbs empty or GVWR of 3,001 

lbs or more must be equipped with working 

brakes on each axle. 



Trailers

• Every trailer equipped with brakes must have 

a breakaway device capable of activating 

brakes on the trailer and it must be in working 

condition. Breakaway cable must be attached 

to towing vehicle.



Trailers:

• Safety chains must be attached to the 

towing vehicle and crossed. 

• All cargo and equipment must be secured 

on the trailer.





Towing more than 1 Vehicle 

375.29(a) NYS VTL

• You can not tow more than one vehicle 

(trailer) at a time. 

• Only exception is tractor trailer, with fifth 

wheels.





Driving a CMV, what you need 

to know.
• You fall into ALL of FMCSR 392 “Driving of 

Commercial Vehicles”

• -ill/fatigued driving

• -drug/alcohol, can have 0 detected 

presence of alcohol/drugs (marijuana)

• -pre trip inspection

• -inspection of emergency equipment

• -inspection of cargo, cargo securement.

• ……….and much more!!



Driving a CMV, what you need 

to know.
• You also fall into all of FMCSR 393 “Parts 

and accessories necessary for safe 

operation”

• Tire tread

• Brake adjustments/conditions

• Working required lights

• Steering/suspension

• ……………………

• Even if Farm plated



393.95 – Emergency Equipment

• Every commercial vehicle is to be 

equipped with fire extinguisher with a 

rating of 5 B:C or more or 2 with a 

rating of 4 B:C. It must be marked with 

the rating. It must be filled and located so 

that it is readily accessible for use. It 

must have a visual indicator to show it is 

full charged.



Warning Devices - 393.95 

• (1) Three bidirectional emergency 

reflective triangles that conform to the 

requirements of Federal Motor Vehicle 

Safety Standard No. 125, §571.125 of this 

title; 

•OR

javascript:DoLink(0,0,'49cfr571.125')


Warning Devices

• (2) At least 6 fusees or 3 liquid-burning 

flares. The vehicle must have as many 

additional fusees or liquid-burning flares 

as are necessary to satisfy the 

requirements of §392.22 – Last as long as 

the commercial motor vehicle is stopped.

• Section 392.22 details the placement of 

warning devices.

javascript:DoLink(17830,1,'')


Emergency Equipment

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://flickr.com/photos/commercialdivingequipment/6005057608
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


393.100 – Load Securement 

General

• Must prevent against cargo from 

Leaking, spilling, blowing or falling 

from the motor vehicle. 

• Prevent against shifting of load.



Load Securement

• 393.104 Using damaged tiedowns

• 393.106 Direct vs Indirect tiedowns and 

calculating WLL

• 393.108 WLL charts. If grade of chain can 

not be determined it will get lowest WLL

• 393.110 Tiedowns  for length

• 393.112 Tiedowns need to be adjustable.









Indirect Tiedown



Direct Tiedown

http://lifeontheroad.com/2007/11/23/load-securement/412.html/419/






Securement for length.

• If not against headerboard

• One tiedown for up to 5’ and 1,100 

• Two tiedowns up to 5’ and over 1,100 

• Two tiedowns for 5’-10’ irrespective of # 

and then an additional tie down for every 

additional 10’ or fraction thereof.

• If against headerboard, 1 tiedown every 

10’





Projected load-Fed and NY

• Any load that extends 4’ or more in front 

of, or to the rear of a vehicle needs a red 

flag, 24” square. Night requires a light.



375-36 NYS VTL – Slow moving 

vehicle signs

• Required on vehicles that operate at 35 

mph or less on both the towing and 

towed vehicle-Must be kept clean and 

replaced when faded.

• On public highways day or night.

• Used in addition to any other lighting or 

flags required.

• CAN’T USE TO MARK DRIVEWAY

http://www.gemplers.com/product/SMV98/Highly-reflective-Metal-backed-SMV-Emblem


New York State Laws 

• Width- Legal width is 8’, or 8’6” on 

qualifying/ designated access highways, 

or roadways with 10’ lanes.                 



Widths: Farm Vehicles – 385 NYS 

VTL

• Exemption for 8’ 6” up 12 feet wide and 
must be used solely for farm purposes. 

• From 12 feet to 17 feet if operated ½ hour 
before sunrise to ½ hour after sunset must 
have.

• Red or orange fluorescent flag not smaller 
than 18” x 18” placed on extreme corners 
of load.

• AND



• Two flashing amber lights attached to the 

rear of the load or if vehicle hauling the 

load is equipped with hazard lights and 

they are visible from the rear of the load 

and such lights are flashing.  AND

Widths: Farm Vehicles



Widths: Farm Vehicles

• If vehicle or load extends beyond the 

center line of the highway or if operated 

when rain, snow, sleet, hail, fog, 

insufficient light or any other reason 

visibility for a distance of 1000 feet ahead 

is not clear the vehicle is to be preceded 

by an escort vehicle with warning signs 

and flashing lights.



Over 17’..??!!





Weights – 385 NYS VTL

• Cannot exceed maximum Gross Vehicle 

Weight Rating (GVWR) of the vehicle. 

• Cannot exceed tire weight ratings-would 

be OOS which=off loading material.

• Cannot exceed axle weights. – 22,400 

single axle, 36,000 dual axle.

• Cannot exceed registered weight 



Weights-385 NYS VTL

• Cannot exceed posted weight restrictions 

for roads or bridges.



Weights – 385 NYS VTL

• 3 or more axle truck, state formula is 

34,000 plus 1,000 for every 1’ from center 

of axle 1 to center of rear most axle. OR

• Use federal bridge formula

• W = 500 ( L N + 12N + 36) after 70,000 

must use federal bridge

• Know that full size tractor trailer 51’ spread 

legal weight is 80,000



Figuring out weight..





Div load permits

• Pay attention to the “additional 

requirements” at the bottom of your 

permits.

• Pressure regulator must be outside the 

cab.

• 80% rule

• All axles(other that steer/trackable) must 

run duals-no super singles.



Overweight Tickets=$$$$

• Permits- if you exceed any of the 

permitted weights by greater than 7% the 

permit shall be deemed void; which means 

you’re now back to legal weight 

requirements.



Heights – 385 NYS VTL

Cannot exceed 13’6” or any other posted height 

restriction.

No exemptions on height for anyone-over 13’6” 





Permits:

• If over legal dimension or weights you can 

apply for Special Hauling and Divisible 

Load Permits at 

• WWW.NYPERMITS.ORG 

http://www.nypermits.org/


MOTS

• Materials of Trade



Hours of Service/ELD’s

• BASIC explanation, Covered farm vehicle 

under 26,001 exempt from hours of 

service. Covered farm vehicle/combination 

over 26,000 exempt from hours of service 

within 150 air mile radius from farm.

• If you do go outside your 150 radius, you 

now fall into HOS/ELD.

• Can use paper 2000/older truck, or 8/30 

per driver.





One last topic-school zones



In conclusion……



We don’t want this…..



Thank You!!!
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