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Registration for 2026 Winter Grape Grower Conference is open! REGISTER NOW!

JUST ANNOUNCED: Assistance for Specialty Crop Farmers (ASCF) Program & 
new grant handout released- Andrew Holden- page 5

Available Grants Hand Out- page 7
 

Jennifer Phillips Russo - LERGP Viticulture Specialist:
jjr268@cornell.edu
Cell: (716) 640-5350  

Megan Luke –LERGP Penn State Extension Viticulture and Tree Fruit Educator
MFL5873@psu.edu
Cell:(716) 397-9674  Office:(814) 825-0900

Andrew Holden-LERGP Penn State Extension Business Management Educator 
azh6192@psu.edu
716-792-2800 ext 202
Cell: 716-640-2656 

Kim Knappenberger – Extension Support Specialist
ksk76@cornell.edu
716-792-2800 ext 209 

Kate Robinson – Administrative Assistant
kjr45@cornell.edu
716-792-2800 ext 201

Cara Lanning- LERGP Project Field Technician
cl2748@cornell.edu

Click here to 
watch Podcasts

The Lake Erie Regional Grape Program is  a Cornell Cooperative Extension partnership between 
Cornell University and the Cornell Cooperative Extensions in Chautauqua, Erie and Niagara 
county NY and in Erie County PA.

https://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/event_preregistration_new.php?id=640
mailto:jjr268%40cornell.edu?subject=
mailto:azh6192%40psu.edu?subject=Welcome%20Andrew
https://lergp.com/podcasts
https://lergp.com/podcasts


2026
LERGP 

WINTER GRAPE GROWER 
CONFERENCE

THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2026THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2026
WILLIAM’S CENTERWILLIAM’S CENTER

SUNY FREDONIA COLLEGESUNY FREDONIA COLLEGE
8:00am-4:30pm8:00am-4:30pm

Come spend a day with your LERGP team, 
invited guest speakers and fellow growers.  

Take a look at the full agenda and register by 
clicking on or scanning the QR code.

We look forward to seeing you!

https://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/event_preregistration_new.php?id=640
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10401 Sidehill Road, North East, PA 16428

814-725-3102
sales@cloverhillsales.com

www.cloverhillsales.com

Harvester Parts and Belting
Southern Yellow Pine Posts

Tractor Tires & Tubes • And So Much More!



Business Management
Andrew Holden, Business Management Educator, Penn State University, LERGP

JUST ANNOUNCED: Assistance for Specialty Crop Farmers (ASCF) Program & new grant 
handout released

In a press release shared on February 13, 2026 the USDA announced “assistance 
for specialty crop farmers impacted by unfair market disruptions”. This program will provide $1 
billion for commodities not covered through the previously announced Farmer Bridge Assistance 
(FBA) program. This includes grapes and should be available to growers in our region. Payment 
rates for specialty crops will be announced at the end of March. Growers must make sure FSA has 
their 2025 acreage reports by March 13th. Most growers likely have this completed already due 
to previous FSA programs in the past year. If you are not sure, contact your local Farm Service 
Agency to confirm you are up to date on reporting.

New Grant Handout:
This program along with other currently available and future 2026 grants are included in my newly 
updated Grants Handout. Please see the handout attached below or view it on our website: Grants 
and Programs Available for the Lake Erie Region Grape & Wine Industry. 

Additional Assistance for Specialty Crop Farmers (ASCF) Program info:
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is providing $1 billion through a one-time bridge payment 
for specialty crops, sugar, and commodities not covered through the previously announced Farm 
Bridge Assistance (FBA) program. These bridge payments are authorized under the Commodity 
Credit Corporation Charter Act. ASCF payments are based on reported 2025 planted acres.

Important Dates

March 13, 2026 (by 5 p.m. ET) – deadline to ensure 2025 crop acreage reports are factual and 
accurate for eligible ASCF crops.
End of March  - commodity-specific payment rates will be released. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-events/news/02-13-2026/usda-announces-assistance-specialty-crop-farmers-impacted-unfair-market
https://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/submission.php?id=128&crumb=business%20management|business_management
https://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/submission.php?id=128&crumb=business%20management|business_management


What I’m reading:
•	 Trump Signs Order Protecting Glyphosate, Phosphorus Production
•	 Number of U.S. Farms Shrank by 15,000 in 2025

My contact information:
Andrew Holden, Business Management Educator
Mobile (call or text): (716) 640-2656
Office: (716) 792-2800
Email: AZH6192@psu.edu

https://farmpolicynews.illinois.edu/2026/02/trump-signs-order-protecting-glyphosate-phosphorus-production/
https://farmpolicynews.illinois.edu/2026/02/number-of-u-s-farms-shrank-by-15000-in-2025/
mailto:AZH6192@psu.edu


Grants and Programs 
Available for the Lake Erie Region 

Grape & Wine Industry Cornell Cooperative Extension
Lake Erie Regional Grape Program

February  2026

Please review each grant’s Request for Proposals (RFP) before applying to understand all program details and 
what is required of the applicant. Contact Andrew Holden, Business Managment Educator, with any questions 
at azh6192@psu.edu or by calling 716-640-2656.  If you know of a grant that wasn’t listed and would benefit the 
industry, please contact Andrew. Grant information was compiled in February of 2026 and is subject to change. 

Grant: Value Added Producer Grants in New York & Pennsylvania
State: NY & PA
Funder: USDA
Details: The Value-Added Producer Grant (VAPG) program helps U.S. agricultural producers 

enter into value-added activities that: 
- Generate new products from raw agricultural commodities 
- Create and expand marketing opportunities 
- Increase producer income through enhanced product value and market reach  
These grants support either: 
- Planning activities (e.g., feasibility studies, business and marketing plans) 
- Working capital needs (processing, packaging, advertising, inventory, and salaries)

Amount: Planning Grants: Up to $50,000 
Working Capital Grants: Up to $200,000 
Matching Requirement: 1:1 match (100% of the grant amount), which may include cash 
or eligible in-kind contributions

For: Agricultural producers (including harvesters and steering committees) 
Agricultural producer groups 
Farmer- or rancher-cooperatives

Availability: Opens January 15, 2026 Program Application Period: Electronic applications will be ac-
cepted via the VAPG application portal until 1:00 p.m. Eastern Time on April 15, 2026.

More Info: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-programs/value-added-producer-grants/ny
Grant: Environmental Quality Incentives Program
State: NY & PA
Funder: USDA, NRCS
Details: EQIP provides technical and financial assistance to agricultural producers and forest 

landowners to address natural resource concerns, such as: Improved water and air qual-
ity; Conserved ground and surface water; Increased soil health ; Reduced soil erosion 
and sedimentation; Improved or created wildlife habitat; and Mitigation against drought 
and increasing weather volatility.

Amount:
For: Growers
Availability: Ongoing
More Info: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives 

Page 1



Grant: Assistance for Specialty Crop Farmers (ASCF) Program
State: NY & PA
Funder: Farm Service Agency
Details: USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is providing $1 billion through a one-time bridge 

payment for specialty crops, sugar, and commodities not covered through the previously 
announced Farm Bridge Assistance (FBA) program. These bridge payments are autho-
rized under the Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act. ASCF payments are based 
on reported 2025 planted acres. 

Amount: End of March  - commodity-specific payment rates will be released.
For: Most specialty crops including grapes.
Availability: Deadline to ensure 2025 crop acreage reports are factual and accurate for eligible ASCF 

crops.                                                                                                            
More Info: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/farmer-bridge-assistance-fba-program 
Grant: Round Two: NYS Beginning Farmer Competitive Grant Program
State: NY
Funder: NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets/The New York Farm Viability Institute
Details: Farmers who have not operated a farm for more than 10 years and who will materially 

and substantially participate in operating the farm within the State are eligible to submit 
proposals. It is expected that all applicants will have a serious interest in building a finan-
cially sustainable, independent, commercial agricultural enterprise.

Amount: $5,000 - $250,000
For: Growers (Less than 10 years in business)
Availability: NYFVI anticipates launching Round Two, which will award $1.7 million early in 2026
More Info: https://nyfvi.org/bfcg-program-2/
Grant: NYS Grown & Certified ITRD Grant Program
State: NY
Funder: NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets/The New York Farm Viability Institute
Details: If a farm or food system business is eligible for NYS G&C certification of a food and/or 

beverage product, they are eligible for this program. The NYS G&C program has worked 
hard to develop certification opportunities for a wide range of farms and food system 
businesses.

Amount: Grant sizes will range from $20,000 to $250,000 for infrastructure and technology proj-
ects. A 10% match (cash, grant, loan) will be required for all projects

For: Growers, Wineries 
Availability: The next Infrastructure & Technology RFP is expected to be released in early 2026
More Info: https://nyfvi.org/new-york-state-grown-certified-itrd-grant-program-october-2025/

Page 2
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Grant: NYS Food and Fiber Processing Grant Program
State: NY
Funder: New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets
Details: The Food and Fiber Processing Grant Program, administered by the Farm and Food 

Growth Fund (FFGF) on behalf of the New York State Department of Agriculture and 
Markets, supports the scaling of existing and new products produced and harvested in 
New York State. Funding is available for the construction and renovation of facilities, as 
well as the purchase and installation of equipment. Priority will be given to projects that 
expand processing for fruits, vegetables, grains and beans for human consumption; plant 
and animal fibers.

Amount: Eligible applicants may apply for awards ranging from $250,000 to $2.5 million.
For: For-profit businesses 

Grower/Producer Cooperatives 
Nonprofit organizations

Availability: Application deadline: April 28, 2026, 5:00 pm EST
More Info: https://www.ffgrowthfund.org/food-and-fiber
Grant: PAVinES
State: PA
Funder: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Details: PA VinES (Vested in Environmental Sustainability) is a voluntary program that promotes 

sustainable viticulture practices through a grower self-assessment workbook. The work-
book looks at the economic and environmental impacts of grape production on each 
operation and serves as an educational resource for growers.

Amount: The PA VinES Program pays up to 85% of installing conservation practices like: Stream-
bank Stabilization, Stabilized Access Roads, Stream Crossings/Culverts, Grassed Water-
ways, Blind Inlets/Drop Boxes, Riparian Buffers, Diversions, & Cover Crops

For: Growers
Availability: Ongoing
More Info: https://www.erieconservation.com/pavines
Grant: Farm Vitality Planning Grant
State: PA
Funder: Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
Details: Grants may be used for expenses related to the following projects: - Creating or obtain-

ing business plans or management strategies, plans for the transition of ownership and 
operation, plans to diversify an existing agricultural operation, plans for a farm expan-
sion, or plans to maintain the long-term economic viability and protect the investment of 
public funds in preserving farms.

Amount: The maximum grant amount is $7,500 and is limited to 75% of project costs. 
This is a reimbursement grant. 
The amount of reimbursement is based on eligible costs submitted by an approved appli-
cant for an approved project during the fiscal year in which the grant is offered. 
Grants will be awarded on a funds-available basis. 
In-kind support will not be counted toward an applicant's matching contribution.

For: Growers
Availability: Ongoing



Now in our 40th year, we have a tradition of 
providing quality products, education and superior 
service to both farm and home growers.  Our 
products and spray programs are tried and tested in 
our own vineyards, ensuring you have a solid 
program for your own vineyard.  We deliver products, 
programs and services to our customers in an 
efficient and personal way to enhance their growth 
and profit opportunities for the long term. 

Call us 
771166--667799--11224400  

Visit our website 
wwwwww..mmiilliitteellllooffaarrmmssuuppppllyy..ccoomm  

Our location 
22992299  RRoouuttee  3399,,  FFoorreessttvviillllee  

WWee  aarree  aa  pprroouudd  ddeeaalleerr  ffoorr  --  

PPRROODDUUCCTTSS  &&  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  

 Herbicides, Fungicides & 
Insecticides 

 Bulk & Bagged Fertilizer 

 Soil and Petiole Testing 

 Customized Pesticide and 
Fertilizer Programs 

 Infaco, Felco and Bahco Shear 
and Lopper Repair 

 Supplies for Trellis, Pruning, Tying 
and so much more! 

Larry romance & Son, Inc.
Parts - Sales - Service

Come see us for all your Vineyard - Dairy - Construction & Consumers Needs

 sheridan, ny • 2769 route 20 arcade, ny • 543 W. Main st.
 (716) 679-3366 • tractorsales@netsync.net (585) 492-3810

www.larryromanceandson.com



 

YOU'RE GREAT AT FARMING. 

WE'RE GREAT AT INSURANCE.  

 

27 E MAIN STREET  

WESTFIELD, NY 

716 269 4322 

 

Unpredictable weather like hail storms or late frosts can damage fruit crops.  
This can leave you with a total crop loss or damaged fruit you can’t market.

Our Crop Growers specialists understand local weather and work with producers  
to develop a risk management plan that not only aligns with their risk tolerance  
but helps them meet their financial goals. When Mother Nature leaves a chilling  
effect across your region, we will make sure you’re still standing after the thaw.

Our goal is to protect your investment.

PROTECT YOUR CROP  
and your farm’s bottom line.

Find out why we’re the first choice for crop insurance. 
800.234.7012  |  CropGrowers.com
CROP GROWERS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER

Crop Insurance from Farm Credit East





Badge® is a registered trademark of Gowan Company, L.L.C. Ecoswing® is a registered trademark used under license by Gowan Company, L.L.C.
The OMRI Listed seal is a registered trademark of OMRI. ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.

EcoSwing® is a botanical fungicide derived from proprietary plant extracts 
of the Swinglea glutinosa tree. With consistent performance over multiple 
seasons, EcoSwing has shown effective control of key grape diseases, 
including Powdery Mildew and Botrytis.

4-hour REI & 0-day PHI

Tank Mix Flexibility

Leaves No Visible Residue 

Soft on Beneficials/Pollinators

Alternate Mode of Action for Resistance Management

Can Be Used Near Harvest to Manage MRL Issues 

Dual-Stage Formulation
Easy to Use Formulations
Less Wash Off
Superior Coverage
Nutrient Copper

Advanced Copper Technology from Gowan USA
BADGE® takes copper technology to new heights; a mixture of two high purity 
copper salts; copper oxychloride and copper hydroxide in one superior formulation.  
The formulation technology behind BADGE® makes it one of the easiest mixing, 

most stable and best performing copper formulations on the market. 

Fungicide/Bactericide

G O WA N C O . C O M

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

JARED SEITZ • 717.817.3912



THE ONLY GROUP U6 FUNGICIDE

THE ONLY GROUP 13 FUNGICIDE HIGHLY SYSTEMIC GROUP 3 FUNGICIDE

G O WA N C O . C O M

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

JARED SEITZ • 717.817.3912
Mettle® is a registered trademark of Gowan Company L.L.C. Torino® is a registered trademark of Nippon Soda Company, Ltd. Quintec® is a registered trademark of Nissan Chemical Corporation. 

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.

Rotating Torino® Fungicide, Mettle® 125 ME Fungicide, 

and Quintec® Fungicide is an excellent choice for 

resistance management, helping to preserve other 

modes of action for long-term, effective powdery 

mildew control in your crops. 

PROVEN SOLUTIONS FOR 
POWDERY MILDEW



Upcoming Events and Mark Your Calendar Days

Thursday, March 19, 2026-Winter Grape Grower Conference- register today!
Wednesday, April 8, 2026-How to Certified Course-NYSDEC
Wednesday, April 15, 2026- NYSDEC Pesticide Applicator Exam at CLEREL

Links of Interest:

Cornell Cooperative Extension:
https://cals.cornell.edu/cornell-cooperative-extension

Efficient Vineyard: 
https://www.efficientvineyard.com/

LERGP:
https://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/
https://lergp.com/

NYSIPM: 
https://cals.cornell.edu/new-york-state-integrated-pest-man-
agement

Veraison to Harvest:
https://cals.cornell.edu/viticulture-enology/research-exten-
sion/veraison-harvest

Spotted Lanternfly Pocket Guide:
https://lergp.com/spotted-lanternfly

Stop in to the CLEREL office to pick up 
your 2026 LERGP Planning calendar 

anytime!

https://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/event_preregistration_new.php?id=640
https://cals.cornell.edu/cornell-cooperative-extension
https://www.efficientvineyard.com/
https://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/
https://lergp.com/
https://cals.cornell.edu/new-york-state-integrated-pest-management
https://cals.cornell.edu/new-york-state-integrated-pest-management
https://cals.cornell.edu/viticulture-enology/research-extension/veraison-harvest
https://cals.cornell.edu/viticulture-enology/research-extension/veraison-harvest
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c069abf8ab72268505973b8/t/66acfa0c72825b7aa5755f50/1722612239828/SLF+Pocket+Guide5.1.pdf

