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Business Management

Andrew Holden, Business Management Educator, Penn State University, LERGP

Revisiting New York State’s 20 percent farmer investment tax credit

| have received some questions recently on the ITC program and the trade off between taking the
ITC or Section 179.

Cornell PRO-DAIRY business management specialist Mary Kate MacKenzie wrote a detailed article
that explains the true value of the ITC and provide how farmers can take into consideration the

pros and cons of the program to decide what is right for them. If you are considering the NYS ITC,

| suggest you read this article and speak with your accountant. | ama also available to discuss your
secnerio and help you make the best decision for your farm.

Please find the article below:
https://cals.cornell.edu/news/2025/04/how-much-new-yorks-20-farmer-investment-tax-credit-worth-

today

Registration is now open for
ASL104-SP: Staffing and Organizing Your Team

In this course, we’ll identify how to write job descriptions for available positions to attract the
best candidates. You'll learn how to find employees with the desired profile, how to interview and
select the right people. You'll discover how to complete new employee paperwork, employment
authorization, and onboarding, that is, how to effectively incorporate new employees into the farm in
a successful and productive manner.

e Becoming a preferred employer
Personnel planning
Job descriptions
Avoiding bias and discrimination
Recruiting and interviewing
The selection process
Hiring and onboarding

Course begins: Wednesday, November 12, 2025
Live Zoom discussions: Tuesdays, November 18 — December 23, 12:00 — 1:00 PM ET

How to register/como registrarse
Course cost/costo del curso:
$275 for NYS residents

$325 for out of state residents

$275 por persona / residentes de Nueva York
$325 por persona / residentes fuera del estado

Pre-registration is required prior to the start of each course.
Es necesaria la preinscripcidon antes del inicio de cada curso.


https://cals.cornell.edu/news/2025/04/how-much-new-yorks-20-farmer-investment-tax-credit-worth-today
https://cals.cornell.edu/news/2025/04/how-much-new-yorks-20-farmer-investment-tax-credit-worth-today

Registration closes November 17 at 5 PM EST.
La inscripcidn cierra el 17 de noviembre a las 5 PM EST.

Register/Reqgistro

H-2A Visas Again Eligible for Consular Interview Waivers Starting October 1

Adding to the plethora of H-2A changes the past several weeks, the State

Department announced on September 18 that returning H-2A visa applicants will be eligible for an
in-person consular interview waiver beginning October 1, 2025 if “renewing an H-2A visa within 12
months of the prior visa’s expiration when the prior visa was issued for full validity at the time of
issuance and the applicant was at least 18 years old.”

Original guidance from the State department in July indicated that all H-2A applicants, including
returning applicants would be required to complete an in-person interview beginning September
2, 2025. This update to include H-2A as eligible for interview waivers is welcome news to many
producers and industry groups that feared a mandatory interview requirement for returning H-2A
applicants would further delay worker arrival times.

By Lucas Smith, Cornell University. Permission granted to repost, quote, and reprint with author
attribution.

What I’'m Reading/Webinars:

e _Immigration Essentials for Farm Employers - The Ag Workforce Journal
o Our friends at MSU Extension are offering a webinar series that may be of interest

to many New York producers. See details and registration below. Title: Immigration
Essentials for Farm Employers Session Dates/Times: Session 1 — ICE Insight: Sep-
tember 11 at 10am Session 2 — 1-9 Compliance: September 18 at 10am Session 3 —
Immigration Policy: September 25 at 10am Flyer:

e U.S. Soybean Harvest Starts with No Sign of Chinese Buying as Brazil Sets Export Re-
cord — Farm Doc

My contact information:

Andrew Holden, Business Management Educator
Mobile (call or text): (716) 640-2656

Office: (716) 792-2800

Email: AZH6192@psu.edu
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Viticulture

Jennifer Russo, Viticulture Extension Specialist, LERGP

In the Vineyard

Concord Berry Curve and Brix Accumulation

Dr. Terry Bates and his team continue to monitor the phenology vines at the Cornell Lake Erie
Research and Extension Laboratory in Portland, NY, and the graphs are below. Terry wrote,
“Concord curve for this week. | caught an error in the berry curve...l was missing a date. Puts

the 2025 curve much more in line with the long-term average”. If you look at Figure 1 below, the
Concord Berry Curve, the thick red line is 2024’s Concord berry development over the growing
season. 2024 Concord berries were larger than the historical 24-Year Mean (the thick black

line) from 30 Days After Bloom (DAB) until harvest. The thick blue line is the Concord berry
development for 2025’s growing season and it too was above the black line representing the 24-
Year Mean for Concord berry growth up until 60 DAB, where it began to track pretty closely with
the 24-Year Mean. Figure 2 below had the Concord Brix Accumulation, and the line colors are the
same as Figure 1. Approximately thirteen Days After Veraison, the 2025 Brix Accumulation was the
same as the 24-Year Mean, however they have been below the 24-Year Mean and the 2024 curve
for the rest of the season thus far.
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Figure 1. Dr. Terry Bates’ Weekly Concord Berry Curve sampled on September 22, 2025.
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Figure 2. Dr. Terry Bates’ Concord Brix Accumulation as of September 22, 2025.

We did receive some rain recently; however, we are still behind in rain during the cell expansion
time, Stage Illl. The data in Table 1 below has the monthly precipitation values from 2015 through
2025; Cornell Lake Erie Research and Extension staff have been documenting this data since
1926. If you look at Table 2, | separated out the months when we have actual berries on the
grapevines (June, July, August, and September). 2025 total precipitation for those four months is
6.69 inches. The closest year to that total is 2020 with 11.95 inches. That is 5.26 inches deficit for
the four months when there are berries on the vine. | have been receiving reports from industry and
grower stakeholders. Juice processors reported that they started Concords this week. They
mentioned seeing wide range of sugar, also seeing the effects of the drought conditions as
harvested yields are running below estimates adding that variation is very evident across
different soil types and conditions. Another processor reported that what they’re seeing come
through the door is very good, clean, and ripe. The big problem for them is low juice yields and
almost no free run juice in the bins, which makes pressing difficult. All bricks on delivered fruit have
been in the 13’s to as high as 18 1/2. Grower stakeholders have also reported that the berries
‘seem dry’.

Date 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 | 2023 2024 2025
January 2.99 1.73 4.53 2.68 3.64 2,51 3.03 3.03 4.75 3.75 1.75
February 3.12 3.50 243 2.93 2.30 2.45 1.04 3.94 2.72 0.90 2.55
March 2.05 3.27 2.61 3.39 2.43 3.14 0.91 1.90 3.69 2.26 2.73
April 3.62 1.33 3.98 3.14 3.64 2.80 3.01 3.22 3.02 5.73 9.72
May 3.00 1.56 4.89 3.25 2.99 5.03 2.10 3.89 1.76 2.78 4.07
June 5.44 141 4.26 3.91 5.36 1.87 291 1.42 3.34 4.11 2.80
July 8.85 1.84 0.81 4.16 2.44 4.98 9.84 3.51 5.55 3.64 2.00
August 2.53 4.72 4.77 4.03 3.30 3.01 2.38 4.20 3.71 5.52 1.07
September 3.62 5.70 4.06 4.75 3.72 2.09 5.53 6.29 2.23 2.59 0.82 As of 9/24/25
Year Total 35.22 25.06 32.34 32.24 29.82 27.88 30.75 31.40 30.77 31.28 27.51

Table 1. Cornell Lake Erie Research and Extension Laboratory Historical Precipitation by Month
from 2015-2025.



Date 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

June 5.44 1.41 4.26 3.91 5.36 1.87 291 1.42 3.34 4.11 2.80

July 8.85 1.84 0.81 4.16 2.44 4.98 9.84 3.51 5.55 3.64 2.00

August 2.53 4.72 4.77 4.03 3.30 3.01 2.38 4.20 3.71 5.52 1.07

September 3.62 5.70 4.06 4.75 3.72 2.09 5.53 6.29 2.23 2.59 0.82 As of 9/24/25
20.44 13.67 13.90 16.85 14.82 11.95 20.66 15.42 14.83 15.86 6.69

Table 2. Cornell Lake Erie Research and Extension Laboratory Historical Precipitation by Month
June, July, August, and September from 2015-2025.

Niagara County Grower Update

| have been reaching out to a different winery in Niagara County for our Veraison to Harvest
updates for the region. This week our winery grower contributed, ‘Our take on the crop and growing
season for 2025. After a wet, late start we have caught up and the fruit is looking very good for
vinifera varieties here in Niagara. The sugars have been accumulating, acidity dropping as we
approach harvest. After a dry summer the crop size is a little under earlier predictions, but the small
berry size is indicative of a great vintage. Despite sugar accumulation, phenolic ripeness is still
developing, and the grapes are holding well on the vine”.

New York Wine & Grape Foundation Invites Industry Input to Shape 2026-27 Research
Priorities

Published August 15, 2025

Click Here for the Digital Article

The New York Wine & Grape Foundation (NYWGF) is calling on grape growers, winemakers, and
industry partners across the state to help shape the future of research that drives innovation,
sustainability, and competitiveness in New York’s wine and grape industry.


https://newyorkwines.org/nywgf-invites-industry-input-to-shape-2026-27-research-priorities/

Each year, NYWGF’s Research Committee—comprised of members of our Board of Directors and
informed by stakeholder feedback—identifies priority research themes that address the industry’s
most pressing challenges and emerging opportunities. These priorities guide the selection of
funded projects in viticulture, enology, business development, and other specialized areas.
Your voice matters. By sharing your perspective through our short survey, you directly influence
how NYWGEF allocates research funding for the 2026-27 program year. The resulting projects—
whether they focus on vineyard sustainability, wine quality, pest management, or evolving
consumer trends—are designed to deliver practical solutions and lasting impact for New York
producers.

“Our Research Program only succeeds when it reflects the real-world needs of our growers and
wineries,” said Sam Filler, Executive Director of NYWGF. “Industry input is critical to ensuring that
we fund the most relevant, actionable, and forward-thinking projects. This is your opportunity to help
determine where those investments are made.”

Proposed Priority Research Themes for FY26-27
Key areas under consideration include:

« Viticulture: Innovative disease and pest management strategies, vineyard floor and weed
management, mechanization, soil health, sustainable nutrient use, and performance
evaluation of new cultivars and clones.

« Enology: Improving wine quality from hybrid and native grapes, sustainable winery
operations, advanced wine microbiology, and efficient analytical methods.

o Business Development: Understanding Millennial and Gen Z wine preferences, leveraging
technology to improve efficiency, and increasing consumer awareness of New York wine’s
diversity and quality.

« Other: New value-added grape products, including sustainable uses for grape processing
byproducts.

A full list of proposed research themes is available below!

Survey responses must be submitted by Tuesday, September 30, 2025. Click here to share

your feedback now —

Once finalized, the FY26-27 research priorities will be published in NYWGF’s Request for

Proposals, which will be released to the wine and grape research community in late December.
Click Here to Submit Your Research Priorities

Research Themes

VITICULTURE:

« Disease & Pest management, including Invasive species: Develop effective, efficient
and sustainable disease and pest management materials and techniques that minimize
development of resistance and provide resilience to climate change. Develop management
approaches to combat impact of invasive species, including but not limited to spotted-wing
drosophila and spotted lanternfly.

o Floor and weed management: Develop and evaluate vineyard floor and weed management
strategies to reduce energy and herbicide use.

« Mechanization and precision agriculture: Identify opportunities for vineyard management
mechanization and application of precision agriculture technology with a particular emphasis
on the development of labor-saving and affordable canopy management equipment.

« Sustainability: Develop and evaluate vineyard management strategies to efficiently utilize
nutrient inputs and promote long-term soil health and water quality.

« Grape cultivars and clones: develop or evaluate the viticultural performance of grape


https://form.jotform.com/252264611202141
https://form.jotform.com/252264611202141
https://form.jotform.com/252264611202141

cultivars or clones suitable for the production of quality wine, juice, or bunch grapes in New
York’s diverse viticultural regions.

ENOLOGY:

Grape cultivars and clones: Evaluate the potential of new grape cultivars and/or clones for
quality wine production in New York’s diverse wine growing regions.

Wine quality: Develop and evaluate techniques and/or methods to improve the quality of
wine made from interspecific hybrid and native grape cultivars.

Sustainability: Develop and evaluate sustainable winemaking practices, including efficient
wastewater management, energy reduction, and means of reaching carbon neutrality.
Wine microbiology: Identify opportunities for improved wine quality or processing methods
related to wine microbiology, including regional microbiomes, microbiological bioprotection,
and fermentation nutrition.

Wine analysis: Develop or improve the efficiency of wine analytical methods designed for
use in production.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT:

Evolving Consumer Preferences: |dentify and research generational preferences

of millennial, gen x and gen z consumers (authenticity, sustainability, and experiential
marketing) and most effective ways for New York Wines to establish themselves with this key
demo and build a relationship with them.

Technology Advances: Evaluation of the best tools for wineries to streamline operations,
enhance customer experience and gain a competitive edge in marketing, sales, compliance
& operational efficiencies.

Customer acceptance: Identify and test education and communication strategies to
promote customer acceptance of wines made from cold hardy hybrid and native grape
varieties.

Customer awareness: |dentify and test education and communication strategies to increase
customer awareness of the diversity and quality of New York wines.

OTHER:

Non-fermented value-added grape products: Identify or develop new value-added grape
products that promote sustainability and/or human health, such as valorized waste from
grape processing.

Newsletters: Veraison to Harvest etc.

Click Here to Submit Your Research Priorities
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PA Update

Megan Luke, Penn State Extension Viticulture and Tree Fruit Educator

Reminder for Commercial Pesticide Applicators: check your credits to be sure that you are in
compliance before your renewal date: September 30th! Reach out if you need assistance finding
classes to avoid the expiration of your license. | am happy to help you look up your information.

There are online options available for an upcharge if you are short on time, including on the Penn
State Extension website and through private organizations such as pested.com.

For those considering a Private Applicator License in PA: after this year, the exams will no longer
be open-book. If you are on the fence about testing, you may want to consider taking your exam
while this advantage is still available. There are testing dates available in Meadville, PA, before the
end of the year.

No updates on any pesticide labels or registrations at this time.

Please join us for our Penn State Extension Open House

Join us for light refreshments, networking, and a tour of our new office. It's a great chance to
connect, collaborate and see where the magic happens!

In addition to viewing the office space, you'’ll have the opportunity to:
e Connect with Penn State Extension educators and staff
e Explore educational materials and resources
e Learn more about Extension programs and services available in your county

We look forward to welcoming you and seeing you there!

Where: 5240 Knowledge Parkway
Erie, PA 16510

When: Tuesday, September 30", from 3:00 pm-6:00 pm


https://pested.com/product-category/online-courses/pennsylvania-pa/

Spotted Lanternfly

So far, there have been NO new reports of adult SLF in Erie

County, PA. The PDA and Penn State Extension are strongly
encouraging any sightings to be reported. In the event of the
discovery of an aggregation or established population in Erie
County, the PDA will provide mitigation and eradication of the
pest on your property to prevent it from spreading.

The LERGP team is currently in Hershey, PA, for a second
year of SLF research. We look forward to sharing our findings
with you in the future!

If you see an adult SLF, catch and crush it, take a photo,
report it, and contact a member of the LERGP team
immediately!

e Pennsylvania Reporting: 1-888-4BAD-FLY (1-888-422-
3359) or https://services.agriculture.pa.gov/SLFReport/

¢ New York Reporting: Email a photo with your contact information and location to: spotted-
lanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov or report your findings here

Additionally, if you or someone you know is traveling into a quarantine zone, be sure to
check vehicles for adult SLF hitchhikers PRIOR to arrival in Erie County, PA, or Chautauqua
County, NY. Encourage folks to go through a car wash on their way back to the area to
reduce the likelihood of bringing in adult SLF.

Contact information:

Mobile (call or text): (716) 397- » ssmnalin NY FARMNET

Brightening the Future of Agriculture Since 1986

9674 (preferred)
Office: (814) 825-0900

Email: MFL5873@psu.edu ]
Ment _lra Al & Stress

Retirenientsand estate plann“%
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Updates and Information

Kimberly Knappenberger, Viticulture & IPM Extension Support Specialist, LERGP

NEWA

Now that we have had a little rain we have been able to see that some of the weather stations have
collected the usual debris in the rain buckets and needed to be cleaned out again. Both of the
Portland stations at the lab, Forestville, and Ransomville were all recently cleaned out and should
be collecting precipitation more accurately now. If you do happen to notice a station that doesn’t
seem correct, please let me know at ksk76@cornell.edu.

We have a new addition to the North East Escarpment weather station — soil temperature and
moisture sensors. These were installed last Wednesday, September, 17", If you go to newa.
cornell.edu and look at the Weather Data Query you can see the data. The moisture sensor
measures in centibars and is reported in kilopascals on NEWA which is a 1:1 conversion. If the

soil is very wet the numbers go low — for example when the sensor was installed we put a slurry

of water and soil into the hole and the sensor read Ocb. As the soil dried out the numbers went up
near 30 cb. The sensor will read 200 cb if the soil is very dry. You can see in this screen shot that
the sensor was reading 24.6 kPa and then it started raining and the numbers dropped. The sensors
are installed 4-6” deep, so as the rain water filters through the soil the water tension goes down.

Date Air Temp Precip Leaf Wetness Solar Rad Wind Spd Wind Dir Soil Temp Soil Tension ~A
‘mNE‘ ?‘ T A {Local Time) 'R {inches) (minutes) [Langleys) {mph} |degrees) I'F) kPa)
4.5 0 89 60 0 65 160 67.1 263

09/22/2025 20:00
WATCH TUTORIAL &
03/22/2025 21:00 642 0.01 90 4 0 71 158 66.7 253
All Stations 09/22/2025 22:00 64 0 91 4 0 7 155 66.4 246
@ Morth East Escarpment, PA 03/22/2025 23:00 6339 0.01 91 0 0 63 166 66.2 232
03/23/2025 00:00 3.5 0.01 90 23 ] 49 164 66 221
09/23/2025 01:00 62.9 0.02 90 a4 0 62 156 657 21
Start Date
05/14/2025 09/23/2025 02:00 627 0 a0 10 0 45 175 65.4 20
End Date
03/23/2025 03:00 626 0.01 91 50 0 14 270 653 186
09/23/2025
09/23/2025 04:00 62.5 0.01 91 60 0 44 155 652 176
03/23/2025 05:00 62.3 0 91 60 0 51 162 65 165
Show/Hide
09/23/2025 06:00 61.7 0.01 92 60 0 53 157 649 157
Station Selection Map >
09/23/2025 07:00 62.6 0 91 60 0 52 155 647 152
Hourly Data
03/23/2025 08:00 62.2 0 91 60 2 44 156 646 144
Daily Summary
03/23/2025 09:00 63.4 0 90 E] 13 46 157 645 144

109/23/2025 10:00 68.6 o 24 0 33 13 225 647 137


mailto:ksk76@cornell.edu
http://newa.cornell.edu
http://newa.cornell.edu
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Now in our 40th year, we have a tradition of ™

providing quality products, education and superior
service to both farm and home growers. Our
products and spray programs are tried and tested in ™
our own vineyards, ensuring you have a solid

program for your own vineyard. We deliver products,

programs and services to our customers in an |
efficient and personal way to enhance their growth

and profit opportunities for the long term.

We are a proud dealer for -

FACO) FEIECo DRYSHOD | EZ2Hco

WWWWWWWWWWWWWWW WATERPROOF FOOTWEAR

Callus Visit our website
716-679-1240 www.militellofarmsupply.com

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Herbicides, Fungicides &
Insecticides

Bulk & Bagged Fertilizer
Soil and Petiole Testing

Customized Pesticide and
Fertilizer Programs

Infaco, Felco and Bahco Shear
and Lopper Repair

Supplies for Trellis, Pruning, Tying
and so much more!

Our location
2929 Route 39, Forestville



Links of Interest:

Cornell Cooperative Extension:
https://cals.cornell.edu/cornell-cooperative-extension

Efficient Vineyard:
https://www.efficientvineyard.com/

LERGP:
https://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/

https://lergp.com/

NYSIPM:
https://cals.cornell.edu/new-york-state-integrated-pest-management

Veraison to Harvest:
https://cals.cornell.eduyviticulture-enoloqy/research-extension/verai-
son-harvest

Spotted Lanternfly Pocket Guide:
https://lergp.com/spotted-lanternfly



https://cals.cornell.edu/cornell-cooperative-extension
https://www.efficientvineyard.com/
https://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/
https://lergp.com/
https://cals.cornell.edu/new-york-state-integrated-pest-management
https://cals.cornell.edu/viticulture-enology/research-extension/veraison-harvest
https://cals.cornell.edu/viticulture-enology/research-extension/veraison-harvest
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c069abf8ab72268505973b8/t/66acfa0c72825b7aa5755f50/1722612239828/SLF+Pocket+Guide5.1.pdf

