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IN THIS UPDATE:  

TIME TO RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP! 

GRAPE INTEGRATED PEST 

MANAGEMENT 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Go to http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/EventsCalendar.htm for a detailed 
calendar of events including maps via Google calendar! Scroll to the 
bottom of the page for Google calendar and click on the event.  Please 
remember to RSVP for those events that require one!  UPCOMING EVENTS 
are also listed toward the bottom of this Electronic Update.  
 
Please remember to let us know if you have changed or are in the process 
of changing your email address so we can keep the Electronic Crop Update 
coming to your inbox!   
Please email Edith at:  emb35@cornell.edu. 

 

 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP/ENROLLMENT MESSAGE FROM KATE ROBINSON:  

 

If you haven’t renewed your membership yet please read the message below and consider renewing 

today... 

 

It’s that time of year again… TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP.  

You should have received an enrollment card in the mail from the CCE office nearest you.  The 

Chautauqua County enrollment card has proven to be a bit confusing so, if you need some help 

with filling it out, just give us a call or you can use the enrollment form we are providing 

below at the end of this Update.  Please note that the CCE card needs to be mailed to your local 

CCE office, while this enrollment form can be sent directly to CLEREL in Portland.  The address 

is noted on the form. 

 

You will notice that there is a $25.00 fee being charged for the receipt of Hard Copy Vineyard 

Notes Newsletters.  This was something that much consideration was given.  The other fruit and 

vegetable programs had already begun charging this amount for hard copies a few years back, but we wanted to 

hold off until more of our members were comfortable using the internet and e-mail.  Penn State programs are 

actually moving towards a mail free environment, using only e-mail, texting and other electronic measures for 

information dissemination.  We are following the lead of our local grape processors, Penn State, and the majority of 

other regional fruit and vegetable programs in going paperless.  All correspondence from LERGP will be in 

electronic form.  If you feel you must have a hard copy of newsletters, that option is available for a $25.00 fee. 

 

http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/EventsCalendar.htm
mailto:emb35@cornell.edu
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There is a benefit to opting for e-mail delivery of the Vineyard Notes.  You will see it in color making the charts, 

maps and photos that are included in articles much easier to understand and pull details from.  Also, if you are not 

using e-mail, you may be missing out on our Electronic Crop Update, which is timely information sent out to your e-

mail on a weekly basis during the growing season.  You can also access the Pesticide Guidelines for free on the 

internet.  If you are not comfortable using computers or the internet, please just let us know.  We would be more 

than happy to help you learn how to use these resources.  If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free 

to give us a call at 716-792-2800 ext. 201 or stop by in person! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

GRAPE INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT:  Tim Weigle 

 

Getting to know NEWA 

 

As I have mentioned before, the best way to find out about the resources available 

on NEWA is to get on the site and click around.    To help get you started I have put 

together a short video (3.33 minute) on accessing some of the resources via the 

NEWA home page http://newa.cornell.edu   This video will help to identify the 

different menu bars and drop down menus that can be used to get to specific 

weather and pest information. 

 

The video can be found at: 

http://psep.cce.cornell.edu/pmeponline/GrapeIPM/NEWAhomepage.swf 

 

 

 Considering Hop Production? 

 

I have had a number of growers (and others) stop by or call asking 

about hops production.  It appears that the New York Farm Brewery 

legislation has piqued the interest of many in either starting a brewery 

or providing the raw materials the brewers will need.  

 

If you are interested in hops production, please send me an email.  I 

would like to put together a meeting of those interested in commercial hops production and develop a 

more effective communication strategy to get the word out (although I still enjoy talking one on one 

with folks).  I am shooting for a meeting toward the end of March. 

http://newa.cornell.edu/
http://psep.cce.cornell.edu/pmeponline/GrapeIPM/NEWAhomepage.swf
mailto:thw4@cornell.edu
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT:  Kevin Martin 

 

Fertilizer Prices 

 

While some fertilizer purchases may already have been made, growers are likely to continue timing 

purchases and deliveries throughout the winter months.  While there is risk involved in trying to time 

the fertilizer market, there is more risk in ignoring the markets and buying these commodities on 

demand. 

 

Nitrogen 

Urea prices continue to fall, though retail prices across major markets vary widely.  Price at the Gulf has 

fallen to $413.  That should place retail prices below $600.  Despite that, averages in Iowa remain at 

$615, with an upper threshold of $680.  While these prices have been falling the last few months, retail 

prices remain above prices paid by farmers in 2011 and 2010.  It appears that the average farmer, 

paying 554 and 526 per ton for those years respectively, has timed purchases rather well.  

 

Potash 

Potash prices have continued to 

fall from their extreme highs of 

$900 per ton.  After a stable 

period last year, prices fell from 

a $470 range to a $400.   $400 

has established itself as a floor 

for the market.  As a hedge 

against rising prices a 

maintenance-sized application 

might be appropriate.   While 

some growers might not find the 

application entirely necessary, 

based on last year’s crop, it could 

prove to be an important hedge 

against higher prices.  If you do 

not have a crop loan or a line of 

credit to pay down, with interest 

rates extremely low, the soil 

might not be a bad place to bury 

a little bit of money (so to speak).  Again given the low crop size, most growers won’t have an 

opportunity to justify a 100-200 lb. application but a smaller maintenance application in the range of 

50 lbs. could pay dividends.  With fertilizer prices falling, retail prices tend to vary widely.  This 

wouldn’t be something I would consider if prices were above $450 per ton retail. 

 

Lime 

Not much to say here.  Like always, lime is extremely inexpensive.  Trucking lime typically costs at least 

twice as much as the lime itself.  Growers cannot afford to mismanage lime applications.  Too much or 

too little decreases the efficiency of the aforementioned and relatively extremely expensive soil 

nutrients.   
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Go to http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/EventsCalendar.htm for a detailed calendar 
of events including maps via Google calendar. Scroll to the bottom of the page 
for Google calendar and click on the event.  Please remember to RSVP for those 
events that require one! 

 
 
 

 

FUNDING SOURCES FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS AND BEGINNING FARMERS 

DATE:  Wednesday, March 6, 2013 

TIME:  12:45  – 5:00 pm 

LOCATION:  Auditorium; CCE Erie - Farm and Home Center- 21 South Grove Street;  East Aurora, NY  

14052 

This workshop will provide updates on funding programs available through Farm Service Agency, 

Natural Resource Conservation Service, Erie County Soil & Water, NYS Department of Agricultural and 

Markets – Crop Insurance, Northeast SARE, programs for beginning farmers, local micro loans and 

more. 

Contact Information:  Sharon Bachman 716-652-5400 x 150 or sin2@cornell.edu 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

PRE-REGISTER FOR THE EXAM ONLY - Tuesday, March 5, 2013 by calling  716-851-7220  (see below) 

PRE-REGISTER FOR THE TRAINING SESSION ONLY -  Wednesday, March 6, 2013 by calling Cornell 

Cooperative Extension Of Chautauqua County At 716-664-9502  (see below) 

 

CORE PESTICIDE TRAINING AND EXAM REGISTRATION DUE! 

Wednesday, March 6th 

 

CORE PESTICIDE TRAINING AND EXAM 

DATE:  Tuesday, March 12, 2013 

TIME:  9:00 am to 12:15 pm 

LOCATION:  CCE – Chautauqua County Frank Bratt Agricultural Center, 3542 Turner Rd., 

Jamestown, NY 14701 

*SPACE  IS LIMITED*  *PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED BY WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 2013* 

Core level pesticide training will be offered by NYS IPM Program, CCE on March 12, 2013.  

3.0 Credits for NYS Pesticide Applicator Recertification are available. PA core credits have been applied 

for. The NYS-DEC is offering pesticide applicator exams following the training. 

SCHEDULE:  9:00 am to 12:15 Core Training Session; 12:15pm to 1:00pm lunch on your own; 1:00pm 

DEC Pesticide Exam Session. You must pre-register for the exam by calling the Buffalo office at 716-

851-7220. The cost of the morning training is $15.00 and registrations must be received by Wed., 

March 6, 2013. This fee does not cover the cost of exams or manuals. 

If you have any questions, please call Tim Weigle at 716-792-2800 x 203. 

Attachments below at the end of this Crop Update including:  Core Credit Announcement, Core 

Registration Form, Manual Order Form And Notes for Exam Takers 

PLEASE NOTE:  Next Electronic Crop Update will be Thursday, March 14, 2013 
 
Lake Erie Regional Grape Program Crop Update is an e-mail newsletter produced by the Lake Erie Regional Grape 
Program and sent out by subscription only.  For subscription information, please call us at 716.792.2800 ext 201, 
or look for subscription forms at http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/Join_Lergp.htm. 
For any questions or comments on the format of this update please contact Tim Weigle at: thw4@cornell.edu. 

http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/EventsCalendar.htm
mailto:sin2@cornell.edu
http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/Join_Lergp.htm
mailto:thw4@cornell.edu
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Lake Erie Regional Grape Program Team Members: 
 
Andy Muza, Extension Educator, Erie County, PA Cooperative Extension, 814.825.0900 
Tim Weigle, Grape IPM Extension Associate, NYSIPM, 716.792.2800 ext. 203 
Kevin Martin, Business Management Educator, 716. 792.2800 ext. 205 

 
 
Subscribe to Appellation Cornell Newsletter:  
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/appellation-cornell/index.cfm 
 
2011 Appellation Cornell Newsletter Index:  
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/appellation-cornell/2011-index.cfm 
 
Veraison to Harvest newsletters:  http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/veraison-to-
harvest/index.cfm 
 
NY Grape & Wine Classifieds – New Address! - http://flgclassifieds.cce.cornell.edu/ 

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, and 

human errors are still possible.  Some materials mentioned may not be registered in all states, may no longer be 

available, and some uses may no longer be legal. Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for 

pesticide use should be directed to the appropriate extension agent or state regulatory agency.  Read the label before 

applying any pesticide.  Cornell and Penn State Cooperative Extensions, and their employees, assume no liability for 

the effectiveness or results of any chemicals for pesticide usage.  No endorsements of products are made or implied. 

 

Cornell University Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities.   

Contact the Lake Erie Regional Grape Program if you have any special needs such as  

visual, hearing or mobility impairments.   

CCE does not endorse or recommend any specific product or service. 

 

THE LAKE ERIE REGIONAL GRAPE PROGRAM at CLEREL 

6592 West Main Road 

Portland, NY 14769 

716-792-2800 

 
 

mailto:ajm4@psu.edu
mailto:thw4@cornell.edu
mailto:kmm52@psu.edu
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/appellation-cornell/index.cfm
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/appellation-cornell/2011-index.cfm
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/appellation-cornell/2011-index.cfm
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/veraison-to-harvest/index.cfm
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/veraison-to-harvest/index.cfm
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/veraison-to-harvest/index.cfm
http://flgclassifieds.cce.cornell.edu/
http://flgclassifieds.cce.cornell.edu/
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