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ACTUAL PRODUCTION HISTORY PLAN 
WHOLE FARM REVENUE PROTECTION 

CROP HAIL COVERAGE 

800.234.7012  |  CropGrowers.com

CROP GROWERS, LLP IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER  

Far past  
  the frozen 
 leaves

There’s no end to the potential hazards your  
crops face: freeze, hail, wind, insects and disease. 
And those are just the natural disasters. As a fruit 
farmer, you also have to deal with other variables 

like fluctuating market prices.

Crop Growers is here to help. Our multi-peril crop 
insurance will protect your business when Mother 

Nature (or the market) lashes out, making sure  
you’re still standing when the skies clear.

Call a Crop Growers agent today.

 

YOU'RE GREAT AT FARMING. 

WE'RE GREAT AT INSURANCE.  

 

27 E MAIN STREET  

WESTFIELD, NY 

716 269 4322 
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10401 Sidehill Road, North East, PA 16428

814-725-3102
sales@cloverhillsales.com

www.cloverhillsales.com

Harvester Parts and Belting
Southern Yellow Pine Posts

Tractor Tires & Tubes • And So Much More!



LERGP 
Winter Grape Grower 

Conference Series  
Registration is OPEN!   

January 19, 2022-Zoom 9:00am-Noon
February 16, 2022-Zoom-9:00am-Noon

March 16, 2022-Williams College SUNY Fredonia In Person

Register once for all 3 events- you can attend 1, 2 or all 3. 
Registration price is for all 3.

You can register anytime from now through March 4th, 2022.

We are planning to have guest speakers at all events.   
February will be Andy Muza and Bryan Hed conducting the  

Pest Management -What is Your Plan ? 
and

Lynn Sosnoskie-Assistant Professor for Weed Ecology and Management for  
Specialty Crops in Cornell’s School of Integrative Plant Sciences - Horticulture Section

March- In Person at SUNY Fredonia

Visit LERGP web-site for full information.

February and March will have DEC and PDA credits available.

https://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/event_preregistration_new.php?id=519
https://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/event.php?id=519


LAKE ERIE REGIONAL GRAPE PROGRAM 
2022 GRAPE GROWERS’ Winter Series CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 

SUNY Fredonia Williams Center 
Thursday, March 19, 2020 

Deadline for registration is Friday, March 6, 2020. 
   

Name (1st attendee)  ____________________________________    $__________ 
 
Farm Name                                     ________________________________________________ 
  
Address, City, State, Zip Code    _________________________________________________  

_______________________________________                   _  

Phone__________________________________ E-mail_____________________________ 

Are you enrolled in Lake Erie Regional Grape Program (LERGP)?     Yes_______   No______ 

REGISTRATION FEES 
LERGP Member 1st attendee (includes all 3 sessions)                                                            $  100.00 
Additional attendee on same farm                                                                                               $ 35.00 
Non- member                                                                                                                                   $150.00 
 

Additional Attendees: 

*Please add a $25.00 late fee for each 
reservation made after March 4, 2022                                                                                                                                                   
 
 
    
  TOTAL $  ___    
 

Please make check payable to LERGP (Lake Erie Regional Grape Program) and mail to:     Kate Robinson 
(US funds only)                                                                                                        LERGP 
                                                                                                                                   6592 W Main Rd 
                                                                                                                                   Portland NY 14769 
    

Name           NY DEC/PA PDA NUMBER      

Name       _______________________________ NY DEC/PA PDA NUMBER       

Name      _______________________________ NY DEC/PA PDA NUMBER     

 
  

Call Kate at 716-792-2800 ext 201 with any questions.   

 $ 
 $ 
 $ 
 $ 
 $ 

Date Ck. Rec’d Amount 



Worth its Weight

Designed to Increase 
Calcium Uptake

Contact us:
Bryan Schillawski: 315 567-6290
Kayla Heineman: 718 714-8281

Laing-Gro Fertilizer: 716 992-3830

www.us.timacagro.com

Need help with pruning? Thinning, suckering, and tying? 
Canopy management in the summer? Harvest hands? 
 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU! 
 

Specialty Crop Farm Labor Contractors, LLC (SCFLC) is a federally and 
New York State licensed H-2A labor contractor. Let us handle filing, 
recruitment, transportation, housing, payroll, workers’ compensation 
insurance, and everything else related to H-2A compliance.  

 
F. Brandon Mallory, CEO 
510 Clinton Square, PMB 5010 
Rochester, NY 14604 
contact@agri-placement.com 
315-986-4738 

 
 



Business Management  
Kevin Martin, Penn State University, LERGP, Business Management Educator

Business Update

NYS wage board recommended that overtime requirements be gradually reduced from 60 hours 
a week to 40. The recommendation provides some details about a phase in process. The 60-hour 
work week would be reduced by 4 hours every other year, starting in 2024. If the recommendation 
and phase in schedule are approved by the labor commissioner, farmworkers would be eligible for 
overtime above 40 hours in 2032. 

Some details of the policy changes remain unclear, and it does not make sense to speculate until 
we see what final approvals look like. However, it does look like we will find out shortly that 2024 will 
look very different than 2020. Once we know that for sure, the farmers and the industry can plan to 
adjust. 

The outlook for post-emergent materials does not look any better. It appears that commitments at 
high prices are now being made. The theoretical high prices we saw in December are materializing 
as grape growers and other farmers begin to stock product for the growing season. While the 
industry is not prepared to eliminate the use of glyphosate and glufosinate, growers will no doubt be 
adjusting rates and frequency of application.  

It seems likely that under-row treatments will rely more heavily on pre-emergent programs. It also 
seems like it will make sense to expand the use of cover crops. I’ve heard growers discussing the 
implementation of short mowing as a practice. Changing row middle practices is complicated from a 
business perspective. There are a lot of moving parts. We know these high prices will require some 
adjustments.  However, adjustments that decrease pruning weight or berry size need to be avoided, 
even as high as these prices are. One option for growers might be something close to business as 
usual. If prices do come down in a year or two that might be the best option. 

Larry romance & Son, Inc.
Parts - Sales - Service

Come see us for all your Vineyard - Dairy - Construction & Consumers Needs

 sheridan, ny • 2769 route 20 arcade, ny • 543 W. Main st.
 (716) 679-3366 • tractorsales@netsync.net (585) 492-3810

www.larryromanceandson.com



Viticulture
Jennifer Russo, Viticulture Extension Specialist, LERGP

Bud Hardiness as a Tool for Assessing Bud Damage

The Lake Erie Regional Grape Program continues to monitor several varieties in our region for 
bud hardiness weekly.  Digital Thermal Analysis (DTA), which involves collecting and subjecting 
buds to controlled freezing runs, is a proven method for documenting bud freezing temperatures.  
Used in conjunction with min/max temperature records, it has been proven to correlate well with 
observed bud injury in vineyards (determined by direct examination of buds, i.e. ‘bud cutting’).  This 
monitoring is not to replace cutting of buds to determine your level of injury and help you make an 
informed management decision, but to guide you to a more appropriate time to collect buds to cut.  
Using this information as tool to watch the high and low temps around your vineyard blocks and 
the Lethal Temperature Exotherm (LTE) that are reported can establish if the low temperatures in 
your area are close to the where 50 percent (LTE 50) of the buds died in the DTA process.  If your 
temps hover around or are below that LTE 50, then you should collect 100 buds from your blocks to 
assess.  Instructions on how to do that will follow the LTE Table 1 results.

Table 1. The LTE 10, 50, and 90 results from January 31, 2022 and February 1, 2022 for several varieties in the Lake Erie Grape Regions



The following article was well written by Mr. Luke Haggerty and is also located on our website: Click 
Here

HOW TO ASSESS BUD DAMAGE

Luke Haggerty, Viticulture Extension Associate-Lake Erie Regional Grape Program

Cutting buds is necessary to evaluate bud damage after a freeze event. After practice this process 
is as simple as making a single cut and scoring dead or alive on a sheet of paper. The most 
important part of accurate bud assessment is cutting the bud at the correct depth. When cuts are 
made too shallow live buds may appear dead and if you cut too deep dead buds will appear live 
when they are actually dead. The illustrations in this article show how to accurately cut buds for 
evaluation.

Collecting canes for sampling:

Collect healthy canes that should have viable buds (canes that would be saved when pruning). 
There is no need to collect diseased canes, laterals, or bull wood as these types of canes are less 
hardy and are not expected to have viable buds. Collect samples from areas in the vineyard that will 
give you the best representation of that area. Collect approximately 10-15 canes (100 buds) from 
different areas within a vineyard block.

Handling and Timing: If you are assessing your buds after a recent freeze make sure to give the 
buds enough time to oxidize (turn brown and black) and show the damage they have received. It is 
best if the canes are left in room temperature for 24-48 hours. From my experience the longer you 
wait after the cold event the better the damage shows up.

Making the Cut: The following examples show the cutting of a healthy Concord bud (figure 1-4). 
Remember cutting down to the correct depth is very important. Because depth is important it is 
best to make a series of shallow cuts when first starting out. Using a razor blade, make a cut that is 
parallel to the cane taking the top third of the bud off.

The cut in figure 1 is too shallow to get an accurate assessment if the bud is alive or dead, but it is 
a good look at the top portion of a healthy bud. The light brown material surrounding green tissue is 
normal and is not to be mistaken for damaged tissue.
Figure 2 is an example of the correct depth needed to determine if the primary bud is alive or dead. 
Bright green tissue signifies if the primary bud is viable/healthy and should be scored as an alive 
bud. The secondary in the figure 2 needs to be cut deeper for assessment.

https://lergp.com/winter-damage
https://lergp.com/winter-damage


Figure 3 shows the secondary bud cud at the correct depth for assessment. Be careful not to cut 
too deep. Figure 3 is the lowest I would recommend cutting for evaluation.

Figure 4 shows a cut that is too deep for a good assessment. The green tissue you see in this 
picture is the bud cushion. In most cases of freeze damage the bud cushion will still be green and is 
the reason it is important not to cut too deep.

Tips: Make several cuts when you first start evaluating buds. Take time to use some sort of 
magnification (reading glasses or magnifying glass) to get a good look. Good lighting can make a 
world of difference. The light brown material surrounding the bud tissue in figures 1-3 are okay and 
are examples of healthy buds. Key color indicators of freeze damage are gray, brown/green tissues, 
dark green, dark brown, and black (see examples in figure 6). Practice makes perfect. Cut 200 buds 



 
before you start scoring the damage… or as many as it takes for you to feel comfortable with what 
you are seeing.
All pictures in this article were taken by Luke Haggerty

For more information on how to assess winter injury to buds or to see a video tutorial view: 
Assessing Winter Cold Injury to Grape Buds

https://lergp.com/s/Assessing-Winter-Cold-Injury-to-Grape-Buds-2g1xayi.pdf


  

 

 
NORTH EAST FRUIT GROWERS 
2297 KLOMP ROAD, NORTH EAST, PA 16428 

814.725.3705  
NEFRUITGROWERS@VERIZON.NET 
OPEN YEAR-ROUND MONDAY – FRIDAY 8AM – 5PM  
OPEN SATURDAYS APRIL– NOVEMBER 8AM - NOON  

 

BB UU LL KK   FF EE RR TT II LL II ZZ EE RR   
BB AA GG GG EE DD   FF EE RR TT II LL II ZZ EE RR     

CC HH EE MM II CC AA LL SS   
VV II NN EE YY AA RR DD   SS UU PP PP LL II EE SS   
OO RR CC HH AA RR DD   SS UU PP PP LL II EE SS   
PP RR UU NN II NN GG   SS UU PP PP LL II EE SS     

GG LL OO VV EE SS   &&   BB OO OO TT SS   
PP OO NN DD   PP RR OO DD UU CC TT SS   

PP RR OO DD UU CC EE   PP AA CC KK AA GG II NN GG   
HH OO MM EE   OO WW NN EE RR   SS UU PP PP LL II EE SS   

&&   SS OO   MM UU CC HH   MM OO RR EE !!   



Updates and Information
Kimberly Knappenberger, Viticulture Assistant, LERGP

NEWA

I hesitate to write this… but the stations in our region seem to be behaving themselves lately and 
are just clipping along collecting the data that is available this time of year.  One thing that they are 
unable to accurately report right now is precipitation.  There are no melting mechanisms in either 
the Rainwise or HOBO stations.  Occasionally when the sun melts the snow or we have a brief 
warm up we will get some precipitation recorded, but it is not accurate.  
 
If you are interested in a general reading, we do post the precipitation weekly (on Mondays) for the 
Portland station located at CLEREL on the website lergp.com.  Ted Taft collects the snow daily that 
has fallen into our Standard Rain gauge, which is located by the barn. The overflow can is taken 
indoors where it is allowed to melt and then measured to the nearest hundredth of an inch. This 
measurement is recorded as is the temperature to determine the depth of snow for that 24 hour 
period of time.  To find the year to date measurements go to lergp.com and scroll down to the Key 
Stats Today section.

Just a reminder: We have plenty of gallons of sanitizer to share if you need some.  Please 
e-mail me at ksk76@cornell.edu to arrange a pick up time.

mailto:ksk76%40cornell.edu?subject=

