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Business Management  
Kevin Martin, Penn State University, LERGP, Business Management Educator

Late Season Fungicide
 
Some growers may continue to apply late season fungicides into August.  This is only justified 
when vines are stressed due to large crops.  The cost of materials, time and application will not be 
recouped if vines are not over cropped.  For growers following the grape berry moth model this may 
be a good year to invest in late season fungicide sprays.  The financial risk is significantly less when a 
trip through the vineyard is already being made. 

Historically in Concord powdery mildew is going to be the leaf mildew, under the right conditions, 
that will result in a financial loss.  Take particular care to ensure fungicides and your insecticide are 
compatible and effective given the impact a copper fungicide can have on pH.   

Resistance management is particularly important this time of year.  You’ll probably only see an 
economic benefit if powdery mildew infections are already present in your canopy.  A product like 
nutrol or a prophyt are good materials to tank mix with a protectant for resistance management.  
Nutrol is relatively expensive per acre, but probably the best tool for existing powdery infections.  
Phosphorus acid products are cheaper and a good tool for reducing downy inoculum levels for next 
year.  

Disease management decisions are complex in August.  Reclaiming semi-abandoned vineyards may 
justify sprays like Ranman + Phosphorus acid in Concord.  Ordinarily that $21 tank mix would make 
no sense in Concord. Scouting and understanding your goals and potential inoculum levels for next 
year would justify such materials in some reclaimed vineyards.

Powdery mildew control should run between $18 - $35 per acre.  Copper products are the best low 
cost option if concern for infection is not overly high and the product is compatible with other materials 
in the tank.  Modern fungicides will do a better job and provide long-lasting control.  Resistance 
management can push the cost of those materials higher.  In a year like this, the potential for low brix 
may outweigh any concerns about material costs.  One of the most expensive tank mixes I’m hearing 
about is Vivando at a medium rate with Nutrol.  That should do a very good job in vineyards that 
are mostly clean.  In many vineyards, it might be overly aggressive.  Scouting becomes extremely 
important if the goal is to ensure a good balance of minimal fungicide use and cost and healthy 
leaves.  



PA Update 
Andy Muza, LERGP Extension Educator, Penn State University

In the Vineyard

Grape Berry Moth – Time to apply an insecticide application for the third 
generation at SEVERE / HIGH RISK sites 

Grape berry moth eggs were not hard to find at Severe and High Risk sites scouted this past Monday 
(Figure 1).

Checking all the NEWA stations 
throughout the region showed that on 
Wednesday three stations (i.e., Lake 
City & North East Lab, PA and Sheridan, 
NY) had already reached 1620 DD. The 
remaining sites will reach or surpass 1620 
DD from this Friday through Monday 
(8/19). Check the NEWA station (http://
newa.cornell.edu/ ) closest to your 
vineyard site to determine current GBM 
Degree Days for your vineyard locations. 

If you are going to use insecticides that 
need to be ingested, such as Intrepid or 
Altacor, then these materials should be 
applied as close to 1620 DD as possible. 
Insecticides that work through contact (e.g., Brigade/Sniper, Baythroid, Mustang Max, etc.) should 
be applied about 3 - 4 days after 1620 DD. I suggest that at Severe and High Risk sites a second 
insecticide application should also be applied 7 – 10 days later. Consult the 2019 New York and 
Pennsylvania Pest Management Guidelines for Grapes for insecticide options. 
            
DO NOT neglect scouting low and 
intermediate risk sites to determine if 
these areas may also need an insecticide 
application. The GBM MODEL advises 
that if these areas have more than 15% 
damaged clusters then an insecticide 
should be applied. A cluster is considered 
damaged if 1 or more berries has GBM 
injury (Figure 2).

Figure 1. Grape berry moth eggs on Concord berry. Photo 
– Andy Muza, Penn State.

Figure 2. Grape berry moth injury on Concord berries. 
Photo – Andy Muza, Penn State.

http://newa.cornell.edu/
http://newa.cornell.edu/


       

 

OPEN YEAR-ROUND MONDAY – FRIDAY 8AM – 5PM  
 SATURDAYS APRIL- DECEMBER 8AM - NOON 

CHECK OUT OUR PRUNING SUPPLIES FROM 
THESE TRUSTED BRANDS!  

SPECIALIZING IN: 
FERTILIZER  

(BULK & BAG) 
CHEMICALS 

VINEYARD & ORCHARD 
SUPPLIES   

AND MUCH MORE 
2297 KLOMP ROAD, NORTH EAST, PA 16428 

PHONE: 814.725.3705 

DRYSHOD BOOTS AVAILABLE NOW! 
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10401 Sidehill Road, North East, PA 16428

814-725-3102

www.cloverhillsales.com

Tractor Tires & Tubes • And So Much More!

sales@cloverhillsales.com

Harvester Parts and Belting
Southern Yellow Pine Posts

GIVE US A CALL TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT: 
• Operating loans
• Real estate loans and appraisals
• Construction loans
• Vineyard development financing
• Equipment loans and leasing
• Accounting services, including 

payroll, records and taxes
• Business consulting services

FROM JUICE TO WINE...
AND EVERYTHING INBETWEEN

At Farm Credit, we’ve 
been making loans to 
rural America for more 
than 100 years. We 
finance all aspects of 
the grape industry and 
understand the credit 
and financial service 
needs of the growers.

Larry Labowski
Loan Officer

LLabowski@AgChoice.com
800.927.3149

www.AgChoice.com



INSURING GRAPES
NY, 2019

Cattaraugus 
Chautauqua
Erie
Niagara
Ontario 
Schuyler 
Seneca 

Steuben
Suffolk
Ulster
Wayne 
Yates

Over 40 grape varieties are insurable 
in these counties: 

Important Insurance Deadlines

Aug. 15, 2018: Premium Billing Date

Nov. 20, 2018: Sales Closing, Policy Change, Cancellation, Termination Date

Jan. 15, 2019: Acreage / Production Report Date

Nov. 20, 2019: End of Insurance Period

Crop insurance is a safety net for farmers that helps you manage risk. If you 
have a crop failure, crop insurance can help you farm again next year.

NYS Grape Crop Insurance 
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for every $1 grape producers spent on 
crop insurance premiums from 2012 to 
2016, they received $2.07 in losses 

losses paid

producer premium

Learn more & sign up:
Learn more about crop insurance options available to New York 
producers at agriskmanagement.cornell.edu
To sign up, contact a crop insurance agent. Find an agent using the 
Agent Locator tool at rma.usda.gov/en/Information-Tools/Agent-
Locator-Page

Grapes in other counties may be insured 
by written agreement from RMA

Cornell University delivers crop insurance education in New York 
State in partnership with the USDA Risk Management Agency.
Diversity and Inclusion are a part of Cornell University's heritage. We 
are an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, 
Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities.


