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Growing Season Summary  

 

Finger Lakes Vineyard Update 

           November 5, 2018 

The 2018 growing season is behind us now, and based on speaking with 

growers and winemakers during harvest, I think itôs safe to say that this 

year was kind of a mixed bag of good and ñnot so good.ò Chris Gerling is 

preparing a review of the season across the stateôs grape regions for the 

final Veraison to Harvest issue next week, but here are a couple of 

highlights from the Finger Lakes as I saw it. 

A Tale of Two Seasons 

The first and second half of the season were pretty 

different, especially when it came to precipitation. 

While it wasnôt looking like 2016 by any means, the 

half of the season was definitely on the dry side, 

especially the period from June through early 

August. By late July, you could find some vines 

that were on restricted soils (shallow depth, low 

water holding capacity) that were starting to show 

some early signs of water stress like drying tendrils 

and some lighter colored leaves. 

And then came August 14é 

The storm that dumped anywhere from less than 

2ò to more than 10ò in the Finger Lakes seemed to 

usher in a bit of a different weather pattern, or at least it sure felt like it at the time. Looking back at the data 

for September and October (and this depends to an extent on where you were located), our rainfall amounts 

for those months were not far off from our long-term averages, so why did it feel like we were getting rain all 

of the time?  

 

Itôs not the heat, itôs the humidity 

I think part of the reason that the latter part of the season felt 

like a wet season was not so much the amount of rain that we 

had, but the large number of hours and days when humidity 

levels were high. I wonôt spoil Chrisôs write-up about this, but 

there were a lot of days when I needed to have my muck boots 

on walking through vineyards in the morning, and I couldnôt see 

whatever lake was nearby, thanks to fog and heavy dew. I also 
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think this is a big reason why we saw so much berry cracking in a number of varieties this year. Riesling and 

Pinot noir seemed to be the biggest victims of this, but there was also plenty of it in some Gew¿rtztraminer 

and even Concord blocks this year. Most other varieties seemed to hold up pretty well overall, and Iôm not 

sure we can say exactly why except that their skins were better able to maintain their integrity as water 
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Growing Season Summary (continued from page 1) 

When the Governor held the Concord Grape Summit in Chautauqua County earlier this year, one program 

that was announced was the óConcord Vineyard Improvement Programô. This program provides cost-sharing 

funds, up to $50,000 per project, for growers to remove unwanted or abandoned Concord vineyards and to 

replant them with different grapes or other agricultural crops. Because this funding comes from the Southern 

Tier Agricultural Industry Enhancement Program, it turns out that growers in all of the counties that are 

covered by this program are eligible to participate, including those in Steuben and Schuyler counties.  

When the Vineyard Improvement Program (VIP) was announced, eligibility was extended to growers in Erie 

and Niagara counties, which obviously are not in the Southern Tier, because of their connection to the Lake 

Erie Regional Grape Program, and that there are 

potential candidates for the program in those counties. 

We are trying to get in touch with people at Ag & 

Markets to see if the program could also be expanded 

to other Finger Lakes counties as well, for the same 

reason that it was expanded to Erie and Niagara 

counties. If we make any progress on this front, we will 

let everyone know.  

A few specifics about the VIP: 

¶ Only Concord vineyards of 1 acre or more in size 

are eligible. Vineyards can be active or 

abandoned. Vineyards that have already been 

removed, or are in the process of being removed, 

are not eligible. 

¶ Each project is eligible for up to $50,000 in funding. 

¶ Funding is up to $1,500 per vineyard acre which includes: 
 50% of removal cost of Concord grape vines 
 25% of replanting cost (trellis, plant material, labor). Seed costs are not eligible. 
 Removal projects should be completed within 12 months of approval. 
 Replant projects should be completed within 36 months of approval. 
¶ All applications much include a business plan that shows an increase in production, enhanced farm 

profitability and/or increased environmental compatibility of the farm operation or IPM compatibility with 

neighboring vineyards. 
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https://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/newsletters/veraison-harvest/

