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Business Management  
Kevin Martin, Penn State University, LERGP, Business Management Educator

Brix Accumulation, Rain and Yield: Measuring the Impact 

Overall weather has improved for harvest and brix accumulation. Vineyards have performed 
more closely to expectations over the last ten days.

Average brix for the region has been 16.2 in the juice grape market.  With most plants taking in 
similar brix, National’s North East plant has been somewhat higher than average at 16.4 brix. 
Processing plants forecast 17% of tonnage is still to be harvested.  Fruit rot, shelling and 
dehydration have lowered pre-harvest estimates by 5%.  There could be more of that to come as 
Concord harvest will be virtually complete in a week.

Based on the tonnage that remains, average brix for the region will be less than 16.4 brix.  
Overall quality by this measurement is really quite good.  It is possible that disease and insect 
pressure led to more economic losses this year as growers, almost universally, were somewhat 
disappointed in quality/yield near tree lines and high-pressure areas.

As mentioned two weeks ago, slow brix accumulation was enough to create management 
challenges during harvest, though it appears the large majority of acreage has matured to levels 
near or above 15.5 brix and meeting minimum standards at this stage of the season is less of a 
concern.

It serves as a good reminder that, even in an unusually good year, there continue to be outside 
risks of weather during the fall that slow ripening.  Since we cannot harvest all of the acreage 
in the last two weeks of harvest, it is important to manage different blocks differently.  A 15.5 on 
September 20th is a different target than a 15.5 on October 18th.

The same old challenges all remain; harvest is a reminder that it is never easy.  That being said, 
this may well turn out to be the best harvest many growers have had in the last 5 years.  If not, 
there is reason to be optimistic for the 2019 and 2020 crop years.  



IPM  
Tim Weigle, NYSIPM, Cornell University, LERGP Team Leader

FIFRA 2(ee) Recommendations for Five Insecticides for Spotted 
Lanternfly in New York

Using efficacy data developed by Dr. Dave Biddinger, Tree Fruit Entomologist with Penn State 
University, Dr. Greg Loeb, Professor of Entomology, Cornell University, applied for, and received, 
FIFRA 2(ee) Recommendations for five insecticides to include Spotted Lanternfly on their grape 
label.  The materials are Actara Insecticide, Brigade WSB Insecticide/Miticide, Drexel Carbaryl 
4L Insecticide, Danitol 2.4 EC Spray, and Mustang Maxx Insecticide.

The FIFRA 2(ee) recommendation allows the use 
of these materials against all life stages of spotted 
lanternfly but the insecticide must be used in a manner 
consistent with its labeling.   The application rate for 
each product is on the FIFRA 2(ee) Recommendation.  
Users must have a copy of the product label AND the 
FIFRA 2(ee) Recommendation in their possession at the 
time of the pesticide application.  Seasonal use limits 
found on the label are still in force and do not change 
with the addition of this pest to the label.  

Copies of the FIFRA 2(ee) recommendations can be 
found on the Lake Erie Regional Grape Program 
homepage at http://lergp.com 

For growers in Pennsylvania - there is no need for a 
FIFRA 2922) recommendation for insecticides that are 
labeled for use in grapes.  In Pennsylvania, the pest 
does not need to be on the label, only the target – 
in this case, grapes.
  
Continue to monitor for spotted lanternfly adults and 
egg masses at this time.  

SLF adults and egg masses- photo- Tim Weigle

http://lergp.com
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KELSEY MAPSTONE
Northeast Marketing Agent

28 E. Chautauqua Street, Mayville, NY 14757
Office 716.753.2144 ext. 2512 | Cell 315.708.9883
Kelsey.Mapstone@CropGrowers.com

Why buy crop insurance?
Higher input costs, swings in market  
prices and dealing with the weather are 
why many of our customers are choosing 
to manage these risks with a crop  
insurance policy. 
Contact Kelsey today to learn more.

TURNS HEADS AND TIGHT CORNERS.
DESIGNED TO TURN A PROFIT TOO.

A NE W WORLD DEM A NDS NE W HOLL A ND. 
Sleek and low profile T4F narrow tractors maneuver easily in the narrow rows of orchards and nut groves. 
And, since New Holland’s SuperSteer™ FWD axle is standard equipment, you get the shortest FWD row-to-row 
turning available, plus the advantage of Automatic Traction Control. You also get more power, fuel efficiency, 
comfort and safety.   

•   Choice of an open platform or Blue Cab™ options with available Level 4 protection* from dust, aerosols and vapors 
•   Stable and sure footed for any job on any terrain. 
•   The high torque 207 cubic inch engine provides great fuel economy with  

a constant max power from 1,900 to 2,300 rpm

Learn more about these 73 to 93 PTO HP tractors at www.newholland.com/na
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10401 Sidehill Road, North East, PA 16428

814-725-3102
cloverhill@roadrunner.com

www.cloverhillsales.com

Harvester Parts and Belting
Southern Yellow Pine Posts

And So Much More!



2018 eNEWA Grape Subscription Sign-Up

Subscriber information 

Name______________________________________________________________________

Email address _________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________________________________________
Select Location(s) (circle as many as you like, or write in below)
______________________________________________________________________________

Lake Erie Lake Erie
Appleton, North Ransomville

Burt Ripley

Corwin Sheridan

Dunkirk Silver Creek

East Fredonia Somerset

East Westfield Versailles

Erie Westfield

Fredonia

Hanover Other:  Please fill in

Harborcreek

Lake City

North East Escarpment

North East Lab

Portland

Portland Escarpment

Select eNEWA Delivery Times (write in times below) Delivery requests should be on the hour.

__________________________________________________________________________



INSURING GRAPES 
NY, 2018 

Cattaraugus  
Chautauqua 
Erie 
Niagara 
Ontario  
Schuyler  
Seneca  
Steuben 

Suffolk 
Ulster 
Wayne  
Yates

Over 40 grape varieties are insurable 
in these counties: 

Important Insurance Deadlines

Nov. 20, 2017: Sales Closing, Policy Change, Cancellation, Termination Date

Jan. 15, 2018: Acreage / Production Report Date

Nov. 20, 2018: End of Insurance Period

Aug. 15, 2018: Premium Billing Date

Crop insurance is a safety net for farmers that helps you manage risk. If 
you have a crop failure, crop insurance can help you farm again next year.

NYS Grape Crop Insurance Performance
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Learn more & sign up:

Grapes in other counties may be insured 
by written agreement from RMA

Cornell University delivers crop insurance education in New York 
State in partnership with the USDA Risk Management Agency. 

Diversity and Inclusion are a part of Cornell University's heritage. 
We are an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/
EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities.

To sign up, contact a crop insurance agent. Find an agent using 
the Agent Locator tool at rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html 

Find crop insurance information at ag-analytics.org/cropinsurance/



LERGP Links of Interest:

Go to http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/ for a detailed calendar of events, registration,  
membership, and to view past and current Crop Updates and Newsletters.

LERGP Web-site:
http://lergp.com/

Cornell Lake Erie Research & Extension Laboratory Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/Cornell-Lake-Erie-Research-and-Extension-Laborato-
ry-678754995584587/?fref=ts

Efficient Vineyard Web-site:
https://www.efficientvineyard.com/

Table for: Insecticides for use in NY and PA:
http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/submission.php?id=69&crumb=ipm|ipm

Crop Estimation and Thinning Table:
http://nygpadmin.cce.cornell.edu/pdf/submission/pdf65_pdf.pdf

Appellation Cornell Newsletter Index:
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/appellation-cornell/

Veraison to Harvest newsletters:
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/veraison-to-harvest/index.cfm

NEWA:
http://newa.cornell.edu/

http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu
http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/submission.php?id=69&crumb=ipm
http://nygpadmin.cce.cornell.edu/pdf/submission/pdf65_pdf.pdf
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/appellation
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/veraison-to-harvest/index.cfm
http://newa.cornell.edu/


Lake Erie Regional Grape Program Team Members: 
Andy Muza, (ajm4@psu.edu)Extension Educator, Erie County, PA Extension, 814.825.0900 

Tim Weigle,(thw4@cornell.edu) Grape IPM Extension Associate, NYSIPM, 716.792.2800 ext. 203 
Kevin Martin, (kmm52@psu.edu) Business Management Educator, 716. 792.2800 ext. 202 

 

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur  
constantly, and human errors are still possible. Some materials mentioned may not be registered in 
all states, may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. Questions concerning 

the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use should be directed to the appropriate extension 
agent or state regulatory agency. Read the label before applying any pesticide. Cornell and Penn State 
Cooperative Extensions, and their employees, assume no liability for the effectiveness or results of any 

chemicals for pesticide usage. No endorsements of products are made or implied. 
 

Cornell University Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. 
Contact the Lake Erie Regional Grape Program if you have any special needs such as 

visual, hearing or mobility impairments. 
CCE does not endorse or recommend any specific product or service. 

THE LAKE ERIE REGIONAL GRAPE PROGRAM at CLEREL 
6592 West Main Road 
Portland, NY 14769 

716-792-2800 
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