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Finger Lakes Vineyard Update 

                   April 18, 2018    

 

What research and extension would you like to see from Cornell in 
the next five years?  In This Issue:  

Planning Session pg. 1  

Bud Hardiness pg. 2 

Notes    pg. 4 

Events   pg. 5 

Members of the Cornell Viticulture and Enology Extension teams will be 

holding a series of listening sessions across the state to learn what 

challenges regional industry members currently face. These discussions will 

guide our creation of extension and research plans so that we can most 

effectively leverage Cornellôs resources to meet the industryôs needs. 

 

This is your chance to tell us, directly, what sort of extension programming 

and research will help you.  

 

Our first two regional listening sessions will be held in the Finger Lakes. Weôll 

meet on Tuesday, April 24th, at the Hampton Inn hotel in Penn Yan, and 

on Thursday, April 26th, at the Harbor Hotel in Watkins Glen. Chris 

Gerling, Anna Katharine Mansfield, Tim Martinson, and Hans Walter-

Peterson will be on hand to listen to your ideas and guide the discussion. 

 

Both meetings will begin at 9:00 AM and end by 1:30 PM. The meetings are 

free and lunch is provided, but youôll need to register to attend. Due to the 

size of the industry, weôre limiting attendees to one of the two meetings. To 

join us, please register here: 

 

Wine & Grape Stakeholders Planning Meeting Registration 

 

Youôll be asked which session youôd like to attend, and what youôd like to 

have for lunch. 

 

Please note that these discussions will center on the production of wine and wine grapes, as the native and 

juice grape industry has a set of research & extension priorities already in place. This effort is intended to 

develop a similar set of viticulture and enology priorities for wine and wine grapes. 

 

Thank you for helping us create a plan that will help you! 

 

Chris Gerling, Enology Extension Associate 

Anna Katharine Mansfield, Associate Professor of Enology 

Tim Martinson, Senior Viticulture Extension Associate 

Hans Walter-Peterson, Viticulture Extension Specialist, Finger Lakes Grape Program 

https://cornell.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aY3h1B1lHyd5ICp
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Final Bud Hardiness Data for 2017-18 
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We have finished our winter bud hardiness work for 2017-18, including our assessments of bud injury for a 
subset of our sampling sites and varieties. Overall, things look pretty good coming out of the winter. The LT50 
values we saw this winter were fairly well in line with what we normally expect, and in most locations, we did 
not see temperatures get too close to levels where we expect to see major, widespread damage.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our final samples for analysis in the lab were collected on March 19, except for samples collected in the 
research vineyards in Geneva. All of the LT50 values recorded were still well below zero. 
 

 
 
 
Final samples at Cornell Agritech (the new name for the Experiment Station in Geneva) vineyards were 
collected on April 9. All four varieties (Cab Franc, Concord, Noiret and Riesling) still had LT50 values below 0ÁF.  
 
Bud Injury Assessment 
In addition to the final LTE values for the winter, the project site also includes bud damage assessments made 
in early April using a subset of the varieties and sites that we sampled this year. The numbers are pretty 
encouraging, and for the most part nothing really jumped out at us as terribly unusual, except for maybe the 
Cayuga White on the east side of Keuka Lake. 
 
 
 

Variety (sampled 3/19) Avg LT50 (ÁF) Low LT50 (ÁF) High LT50 (ÁF) 

Cabernet Franc -7.3 -11.2 -7.1 

Concord -14.4 -19.6 -10.8 

Riesling -9.6 -12.1 -8.5 

Cayuga White -11.1 -16.4 -8.5 








