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Senator Cathy Young presenting Terry Bates and Tim Weigle with the proclamation for the LERGP 25 year anniversary
Open House that was held on Saturday, August 12, 2017
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Kevin Martin, Penn State University, LERGP, Business Management Educator

Paid Family Leave and Other Employee Related Insurance

I know there is a pattern of coverage of NYS regulations on my part. A lot of that has to do
with the frequency with regulations changing in NY. Employer obligations to employees in
NY is constantly evolving. Proposed laws specific to farms and passed laws that apply to
most employers has been particularly trendy over the last five years. Relatively speaking,
PA has been quiet.

I've discussed paid family leave (PFL) in a prior crop update. I just wanted to remind
growers of some key provisions. Recently letters went out too many farmers and other
employers instructing them to begin withholding employee wages to fund PFL. If wages
were not withheld, employers would have to fund PFL out of pocket.

Workers compensation is required for virtually all farms or at least those that fit the
following description: Farm workers whose employer paid $1,200 or more for farm labor in
the preceding calendar year. Note that coverage is not required for paid/unpaid owners,
officers, spouses or minor children.

Farmers have a partial exemption from short-term disability. That partial exemption exists
in the same form for PFL. Coverage is not required for their “farm laborers”. Employees

of the farm that perform nonfarm activities such as bookkeeping and truck driving are
required to be covered by disability and PFL. While the regulations do try to define what
farm laborers are, there is clearly a grey area.

I would encourage growers to seek out the cost of short-term disability insurance for
laborers falling into that grey area. If the employees are not exempt, the farmer is liable for
both short-term disability and PFL. If a grower elects to provide coverage, payments to PFL
are made through payroll withholdings.

Many farmers will also hire individuals for short-term periods. Short term hires are also

exempt from PFL. Farmers have the option of obtaining waivers from these employees in
case the short term employment becomes long-term. If the farmer has such a waiver, the
employee would be responsible for back PFL payments.

Something that applies to PA as well as NY is Federal Unemployment Tax Act. 37 years
ago most farmers were exempt from unemployment insurance. Federal law has been fairly
stagnant on that issue.

Federal Unemployment (FUTA) Tax

You must pay FUTA tax if you meet either of the following tests.

e You paid cash wages of $20,000 or more to farmworkers in any calendar quarter during
the current or preceding calendar year.



e You employed 10 or more farmworkers for some part of at least 1 day (whether or not all
at the same time) during any 20 or more different calendar weeks during the current or
preceding calendar year.

These rules don’t apply to exempt services of your spouse, your parents, or your children
under age 21.

Keep in mind, FUTA taxes are due quarterly. If you exceed $20,000 in the 4™ quarter of
2017, FUTA taxes for 1%t quarter payroll is already late.
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Kevin speaking at his station during the LERGP Open House hayride tour.



INSURING GRAPES
e NY, 2017

’ Crop insurance is a safety net for farmers that helps you manage risk. If
you have a crop failure, crop insurance can help you farm again next year.

Important Insurance Deadlines

‘ Aug. 15, 2017: Premium Billing Date

Nov. 20, 2017: Sales Closing, Policy Change, Cancellation, Termination Date

. Nov. 20, 2017: End of Insurance Period

Jan. 15, 2018: Acreage / Production Report Date .
Over 40 grape varieties are insurable NYS Grape Crop Insurance Performance
in these counties: -
$6 million

Cattaraugus  Suffolk N

Chautauqua  Ulster $5 million | ”

Erie Wayne 43 mill 0%5€s pal

Niagara Yates mifiion

Ontario - n
$2 million .
Schuyler o__o—o—o—o
Seneca $0 million producer premium
Steuben 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Grapes in other counties may be insured
by written agreement from RMA

for every $1 grape producers spent on crop
insurance premiums from 2012 to 2016, they

received $2.07 in losses paid, on average
Learn more & sign up:

Explore your personalized crop insurance costs and loss
payments under different yield outcomes at ag-analytics.org.
To sign up, contact a crop insurance agent. Find an agent using
the Agent Locator tool at rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html

AAg-Ana/ytics.org lis DA
@aganalytics yff —/




Lake Erie Regional Grape Program Open House Celebrates 25 Years of
Research and Extension

As you drive west on Route 20 in Chautauqua County, NY, just after leaving the Brocton/
Portland area you will see a subdued brown sign that identifies the Cornell Lake Erie
Research and Extension Laboratory (CLEREL) on the right. Over the years, many of those
who have noticed the sign, and the facility, have asked the question “What do you do
there?” To help in answering this question, and to celebrate its 25" Anniversary, the Lake
Erie Regional Grape Program held an Open House on Saturday, August 12, 2017.

Approximately 85 members of the local community took the opportunity to meet extension
and research staff from the Lake Erie Regional Grape Program, NYS IPM Program, Cornell
Vegetable Program and Cornell Willow Breeding Program. Senator Cathy Young started the
Open House with a presentation of a proclamation for the 25" anniversary of the Lake Erie
Regional Grape Program. Jacqueline Chariot of Congressman Tom Reed’s staff was also on
hand to present a commendation congratulating LERGP on their 25" anniversary.

Open House participants were then off to explore the CLEREL facility and learn about the
various research and extension projects through displays in and around the main building.
A hay wagon ride amongst the vineyards, vegetable plots, willow plantings and hop yards
found at CLEREL was available and participants heard directly from a project team member
at five stops along the route. Between stations, Dr. Terry Bates, Director of CLEREL and
Luke Haggerty, Constellation Brands, treated tour participants to a guided tour of the
property and the history of grape growing in the Lake Erie region. After filling up with
knowledge, open house participants enjoyed a hotdog and hamburger BBQ courtesy of the
Lake Erie Regional Grape Program.

Research topics presented by LERGP specialists and other guests, included variable rate
bud thinning (Terry Bates) and sensor use to develop management zone maps in vineyards
(Thom Betts —grape grower, Westfield, Rhiann Jakubowski and Jackie Dresser) - both part
of the USDA/NIFA SCRI project, cover cropping in grapes and hops (Kevin Martin), Willow
breeding program (Larry Smart - Department of Horticulture), sustainable and organic
vegetable production practices (Darcy Telenko — Cornell Vegetable Team ), and IPM projects
on weed management and biological control of two spotted spider mites in hops, funded by
the NY Farm Viability Institute.



Rhiann Jakubowski, Jackie Dresser and Thom Betts speak baout the GIS mapping of vineyards and
how it can be used for variable rate management of vineyards.

Tim Weigle holds up a bine of hops before putting it into the harvester machine to demonstrate how
it removes the hops from the bine.



Grape Berry Moth

As seen in the table below, with the exception of North Appleton, the GBM model on NEWA
is reporting that we are past the point where grape berry moth larvae are susceptible to any
insecticide treatments. If you have vineyard blocks with a history of late season grape berry
moth damage, the new recommendation is to continue insecticide applications on a 10- to
14-day schedule due to the overlap of generations producing eggs (and therefore larvae)
later into the season. Be aware of seasonal use limits and days to harvest intervals of any
insecticides you are using for late season applications.

If you have any questions on implementing the GBM model in your vineyard operation,
please get in touch with me thw4(@cornell.edu or 716.792.2800

Podcasts

We continue to put them up and we would like to hear from you. Check out the latest
podcasts with members of the LERGP discussing Grape Pests, powdery mildew and NEWA
and managing grape berry moth at http://lergp.com/podcasts/ . If you have a specific
topic you would like to see covered, please let us know.

Wild grape DD Total on Forecasted DD
NEWA Location bloom date* Aug 24,2017 for Aug 29, 2017
Versailles May 28 1975 2055
Dunkirk Airport June 1 1863 1945
Sheridan May 28 1975 2055
Silver Creek May 31 1912 1995
Portland Escarp. May 28 1933 2012
Portland May 29 1949 2028
Westfield May 28 2009 2092
Ripley May 28 2009 2092
North East Escarp May 27 1948 2025
Harborcreek May 28 1993 2080
North East Lab May 29 2026 2115
Erie Airport May 26 2066 2154
Ransomville June 3 1850 1933
Somerset June 8 1759 1845
North Appleton June 11 1614 1700
* Estimated date
provided by NEWA
website




In the Vineyard (8-24-17)

Phomopsis

The abundance of phomopsis shoot infections observed this week (Figure 1), in any
vineyard that was checked, brought me
back to the beginning of the season.

If you remember, the season started
out wet (May and June). Due to the
cool, wet weather in May, shoot growth
was minimal for a period of about a
week. We started reporting in the Crop
Update (mid-May) about extensive
phomopsis shoot infections in the
region which occurred between the 1”7 -
3” stage of shoot growth. Few fungicide
applications were applied in the region
during this period (17- 3” stage) which
left vines vulnerable to phomopsis
infections. Our initial concern was

not only the extent of shoot infections
but more importantly infections of

Figure 1. Black, scabby lesions on Concord shoot due to ho-
mopsis infection. Photo: Andy Muza, Penn State.
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Sow w rachises and berry stems (Figure 2).
V3. Phomopsis rachis lesions can cause
girdling resulting in loss of clusters.
This can become more apparent as we
approach harvest. In addition, pedicel
(berry stem) infections can result in
fruit infections later in the season after
veraison.
Fortunately, the majority of growers
did apply fungicide applications for
phomopsis after the 3” stage and
through the first Postbloom spray to
protect against additional shoot, rachis
and berry stem infections.

Figure 2. Phomopsis lesion on Concord rachis. Photo: Andy
Muza, Penn State.

So, as we approach harvest will we see any appreciable crop loss due to early phomopsis
infections? This remains to be seen but we will know the closer we get to harvest.



Weather: At our location by the lake, our August rainfall total is now 2.04". We have ac-
cumulated 504 growing degree days so far during August and we now have 2100 gdds as
of April 1. Rain is in the forecast for today and tomorrow
with high temperatures below average over the next 3
days.

Diseases: Rainfall over the period of 21-22 August
brought some much needed water, but did not generate
a downy mildew infection period in most places along the
belt, according to DMCast (Versailles is an exception). The
extended dry period before the more recent storms has
greatly limited the potential for this disease to spin out
of control with just a shower or two in most places, and
more wet weather will be needed to make downy mildew
a widespread threat again. Nevertheless, regular scouting
is still essential to really know what's going on out there.
The use of NEWA in combination with regular scouting
will help you keep a watchful eye on the progress of this
disease in your vineyard, especially if you're growing sus-
ceptible wine varieties.




Survey: Impacts and Farmer Responses to 2017 Heavy Rainfalls

Background: March through July of 2017 was a period of above average rainfall in much of
New York. Rainfall often came as heavy downpour events, leading to agricultural damage
and disease. The purpose of this survey is to gather information on regional impacts and
how farmers coped with this situation, so that farmers and those institutions and indus-
tries that support farmers will be better prepared in the future.

Contact Information: For information and questions pertaining to this survey contact Shan-
nan Sweet: Email - sks289@cornell.edu; Phone - 607 255 8641; Address - 126 Plant Sci-
ence Building, Dept. of Horticulture, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853

Please respond to the following questions if your farm experienced heavy rainfalls or flood-

ing in spring-summer of 2017. For those who prefer to complete the survey online, here is a
link: https://cornell.qualtrics.com/jfe /form /SV_0Ouo09Hc67IsVFfn

Thanks for your consideration!

Cheers,
Shannan

Shannan Sweet, Ph.D.

NatureNet Science Postdoctoral Fellow

Atkinson Center for a Sustainable Future

Horticultural Section, SIPS

126 Plant Science Bldg., Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853
607 255 8641

sks289@cornell.edu



Background: March through July of 2017 was a period of above average rainfall in much of New York. Rainfall often came as heavy downpour

events, leading to agricultural damage and disease. The purpose of this survey is to gather information on regional impacts and how farmers
coped with this situation, so that farmers and those institutions and industries that support farmers will be better prepared in the future.

SURVEY: Impacts and Farmer Responses to 2017 Heavy Rainfalls Cornell University

Contact Information: For information and questions pertaining to this survey contact Shannan Sweet: Email - sks289@cornell.edu; Phone -
607 255 8641; Address - 126 Plant Science Building, Dept. of Horticulture, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853

Please respond to the following questions if your farm experienced heavy rainfalls or flooding in spring-summer of 2017. For those
who prefer to complete the survey online, here is a link: https://cornell.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0uo09Hc67IsVFfn

1. Where is your farm located (nearest county)?

2.In the table below, list the crop (or top 5 crops) that you grow, approximate acreage, and your best estimate of 2017 percent yield loss due to
heavy rainfalls and/or flooding.

Crop Approximate Acreage Estimated Yield Loss (0-100%)

3. Which of the options below describes issues or problems experienced on your farm related to heavy rainfalls in 2017 (circle all that apply)?
Next to each issue that you circled please rate the importance of that issue in relation to economic impact on your farm (check one box for

each issue circled).
not somewhat fairly very extremely
important important important important important N/A

Field flooding and/or saturated sils .............c..cccoeevveeneennn.n. 1 1 | L1 L1
SOl ErOSION ... 1

Crop QISEASE ...eevvveeeeiiiieee et e et 1
Unable to use equipment due to flooding and/or saturated soils [_]
Unable to plant and/or delays in planting or seeding ...............
Acresnoplanted ............oeeeiiiiiiiiiii e
Acres notrotated ...........eevveiiiiiiiii e

Acres in “prevented” planting (i.e. for crop insurance) ................

Lack of field access for important farm operations —...............

]
]
]
1
Unable to fertilize, use herbicides and/or pesticides ............... ]
1
]
]
1
1

Unable to harvest and/or delays in harvest ................cccccee.
Animal access to fields was limited .............ccccceeeieiiiiinnnn,
. Animal health was affected ...................cooeiiiiii i,
Manure management iSSUES @r0SE .............ccceeevuveeivveennnen,
Other (deSCriDe) .......veveeeiiiie e

O3 T FTTDQ@ OO0 o

4. Was the quality of your crop negatively impacted by any of the issues listed in #3 above (circle one)? Yes | No

5. Which of the options below best describes the likely economic impact the 2017 heavy rainfalls on your farm (circle one)?
a. Anuisance, but almost no economic impact

b. Minor

¢. Moderate

d. Severe

e. Other (describe)

6.Did you have enough infrastructure and/or equipment to help deal with heavy rainfalls in 2017 (circle one)? Yes | No

7.What type of infrastructure do you have on your farm to help deal with heavy rainfalls (circle all that apply)?
a. Drainage ditches
b. Drainage tile
c.  Water holding ponds
d. Other (describe)
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The Only FRAC Group U6 Fungicide

Labeled for Grapes & Cucurbits
Highly Effective on Powdery Mildew
No Cross-Resistance
Protectant / Preventative Action

METTLE

125 ME

FRAC Group 3
Labeled for Grapes

Controls Powdery Mildew & Black Rot

Protectant + Curative Activity

Highly Systemic

Badge SC
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High Quality Copper
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Excellent Mixing Characteristics
Highly Active at Lower Rates
Enhanced Crop Safety

\ Miticide/Insecticide
Mite control on Grapes

Knockdown and Residual

Dave Pieczarka
315.447.0560
Gowan

A\ 5.4 |anlzo< us
The Go To Company

Torino® is a registered trademark of Nippon Soda Company, LTD. EPA Reg No 8033-103-10163. Mettle® , Badge® SC, Badge® X2 are

registered trademarks of Isagro USA. Mettle EPA Reg No 80289-8-10163. Badge SC EPA Reg No 80289-3-10163. Badge X2 80289-12-10163.

Nexter is a trademark of Nissan Chemical Industries. EPA Reg No 81880-4-10163. Always read and follow label directions

10401 Sidehill Road, North East, PA 16428

814-725-3102

cloverhill@eroadrunner.com

www.cloverhillsales.com
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HIGH PERFORMANCE PACKING SYSTEMS Woods Equment Company
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EQUIPMENT CDMF’ANY
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STOLTZFUS
TISCO SPREADERS
Harvester Parts and Belting
Southern Yellow Pine Posts
And So Much More!

Rev. 02/17_BP&Ink

LANDPRO

EQUIPMENT
Formerly
Z&M Ag and Turf and Lakeland Equipment
Alexander e Avon e Brockport e Chili
Clymer e Edinboro, Pa e Falconer ¢ Hall
Macedon e Oakfield e Savannah e Springville

Www.LANDPROEQUIPMENT.COM
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Diversified
CropInsurance Services

Helping farmers to protect their
revenue and preserve their equity.

I will show you how crop insurance is a vital part of your overall risk
management plan. Utilizing the policy that works best for your unique
situation, you can take less risk and enjoy a better quality of life.

Serving clients in NY, OH, and PA
10509 Route 6 - Union City, PA 16438-9707
Phone: (814) 397-0033 |

Mark C. Muir Agency
Mark C. Muir
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We sell and service CaselH tractors, Oxbo
Harvesters, and Turbomist sprayers. We

. I
CASE "' also custom manufacture single and dual .
AGRICULTURE tank sprayers, pre-pruners, brush

R sweepers, wire winders.
www.laportefarmequipment.com

NORTH EAST
FRUIT GROWERS, INC.

2297 KLOMP ROAD, NORTH EAST, PA 16428

SPECIALIZING IN RE‘TAIL:

SPRAY MATERIALS
FERTILIZER (BAG & BULK)
VINEYARD & ORCHARD SUPPLIES

PRUNING SUPPLIES !
PACKAGING FOR FRUIT & VEGET
SPRAYER PARTS ‘
TANKS, PUMPs, HosE
GLOVES, RAIN GEAR, FOOTWEAR |

SAFETY MATERIALS ‘

GRAPE POSTS
WIRE / TIE TWINE

WOODS NO TILL VINEYARD DRILL DRAIN TILE ‘
SEED & MORE .
Available for Rent COME BY OR GIVE US A CALL

(814) 725-3705

Contact Mike @ Larry Romance & Son

HOURS OF OPERATION:
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8:00AM - 5:00PM

716'679'3366 SATURDAY 8:00AM - NOON

Tractorsales@netsync.net




LERGTP Links of Interest:

Go to http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/ for a detailed calendar of events, registration,
membership, and to view past and current Crop Updates and Newsletters.

LERGP Web-site:
http://lergp.com/

Cornell Lake Erie Research & Extension Laboratory Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/Cornell-Lake-Erie-Research-and-Extension-Laborato-
1y-678754995584587/fref=ts

Efficient Vineyard Web-site:
https://www.efficientvineyard.com/

Table for: Insecticides for use in NY and PA:
http://lergp.cce.cornell.edu/submission.php?1d=69&crumb=ipm|ipm

Crop Estimation and Thinning Table:
http://nygpadmin.cce.cornell.edu/pdf/submission/pdf65 pdf.pdf

Appellation Cornell Newsletter Index:
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/appellation-cornell/

Veraison to Harvest newsletters:
http://grapesandwine.cals.cornell.edu/cals/grapesandwine/veraison-to-harvest/index.ctfm

NEWA:
http://newa.cornell.edu/
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Lake Erie Regional Grape Program Team Members:
Andy Muza, (ajm4@psu.edu)Extension Educator, Erie County, PA Extension, 8§14.825.0900
Tim Weigle,(thw4(@cornell.edu) Grape IPM Extension Associate, NYSIPM, 716.792.2800 ext. 203
Kevin Martin, (kmm52@psu.edu) Business Management Educator, 716. 792.2800 ext. 205

This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur
constantly, and human errors are still possible. Some materials mentioned may not be registered in all
states, may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. Questions concerning the legal-
ity and/or registration status for pesticide use should be directed to the appropriate extension agent or
state regulatory agency. Read the label before applying any pesticide. Cornell and Penn State Cooperative
Extensions, and their employees, assume no liability for the effectiveness or results of any chemicals for
pesticide usage. No endorsements of products are made or implied.

Cornell University Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities.
Contact the Lake Erie Regional Grape Program if you have any special needs such as
visual, hearing or mobility impairments.

CCE does not endorse or recommend any specific product or service.

THE LAKE ERIE REGIONAL GRAPE PROGRAM at CLEREL
6592 West Main Road
Portland, NY 14769
716-792-2800

Cornell University PENN STATE

Cooperative Extension S/ College of

Agricultural
Sciences




