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Finger Lakes Vineyard Update
In The Vineyards
Hans Walter-Peterson

Early hybrid varieties like Geneva Red, Baco
Noir and Marquette are well into bloom as of this
week. I suspect that we’ll start to see Concord
and Niagara starting to bloom in the next couple
of days as well, although I wouldn’t be surprised
if some vines in warmer areas have already
started over the past couple of days. No signs of
bloom in any vinifera varieties yet, but I suspect
a few like Chardonnay and Pinot gris will start to
bloom next week as well, especially with some
very warm temperatures (90° by Sunday,
supposedly) coming up.
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Baco noir in bloom on June 10
near Cayuga Lake.

Tendrils are grabbing onto catch wires now, but the bases of most shoots are not
very strong yet, so take a little extra care if moving catch wires for shoot
positioning right now. Yanking on the wires too hard can result in shoots being
detached from the vine if the tendrils are holding on.
Vines that experienced bud and/or trunk
injury are pushing out suckers – in some
cases, a lot of them. Maintaining sucker
growth from the base to use for
retraining trunks is one of the biggest –
uh, challenges – in vineyards after a cold
winter like we’ve had. It particularly
makes weed control more of a challenge.
Suckers that are going to be retained for
trunk renewal (and any extras) should be
tied up loosely around the trunk of the
vine to keep them off the ground. This
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Hans Walter-Peterson

will help to keep them from being damaged by tractors, and also helps to make spot spraying and hoeing
for weeds a little bit easier.
Vine collapse due to trunk injury
As canopies continue to develop from primary and secondary shoots, the demands on the trunks’ ability to
supply water and nutrients increases as well. If there is sufficient injury in the vascular system, portions of
or entire vines will start to collapse. We have seen a few trunks doing so recently, and I expect we’ll see
some more as we get into and past bloom. The big unknown, obviously, is how many will actually
collapse this year, and potentially next year as well.
If you start to see vines collapsing, it is important to remember a couple of things:
1. Do start to keep records in some way, shape or form of where the vines are collapsing. Make a note of
whether or not you will be able to retrain new trunks from suckers, or if you will need to replant a new
vine. This will be important information for determining how many vines will need to be purchased as
well as for crop insurance and FSA purposes, especially if you are considering using the Tree
Assistance Program (TAP).
2. DO NOT start to remove vines until you have been in touch with your crop insurance and/or Farm
Service Agency office. Crop insurance and FSA personnel may need to come to the vineyard to verify
any claims that are made, and they can’t do that if the old vines are already gone.
You can locate your county’s FSA office by going to the FSA’s Office Locator and clicking on your
county. A fact sheet with information on the TAP program is also available from FSA.
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Diseases
As mentioned earlier, we’re into the early part of bloom by now and as we reiterate every year, this is the
most critical time for good disease management practices and materials. Up until now, a lot of sprayers have
been carrying mostly EBDC materials (e.g., mancozeb, penncozeb, dithane) and sulfur, but now is the time
to begin mixing in some other effective materials to control the big four diseases right now – powdery and
downy mildew, black rot and phomopsis.
One question that came up at last night’s Tailgate Meeting was about timing of prebloom sprays and if they
had to be done before bloom starts or not. The most important thing to remember regarding timing of sprays
is to base the time between sprays on the materials being used and the weather conditions during that
window. Under dry and sunny conditions, the window between sprays can be about 14 days generally. If the
weather favors more rapid disease development (i.e., rainy or cloudy and humid conditions), then the spray
interval should be shortened up, regardless of where the vines are with regard to bloom. The only situation to
be sure to spray before bloom is if a processor is requiring that EBDC materials not be sprayed once bloom
starts.
Conditions have been fairly dry overall recently, but we are still seeing small instances of all four diseases at
this point.
Insects
Banded Grape Bug (BGB) – We have been finding these critters out and about over the
past week or so. The nymphs chew on flower clusters before bloom, and at a high
enough population can cause significant economic damage. As an adult, BGB feeds on
other insects and does not appear to feed on the vine parts. Scouting for BGB can be
done by taking a paper plate or even a pad of white paper and tapping shoots, causing
the nymphs to fall off. Damage can be significant at levels of one nymph per vine. You
can see a short video of how to scout for BGB at http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=FrEJ6IJB_is.
Materials labeled for control of BGB include Brigade, Danitol, Sevin, Imidan and
Assail.
Tumid Gallmaker – We have heard from a couple of growers about
tumid gallmaker showing up in some blocks this spring as well. Like
banded grape bug, tumid gallmaker is a minor pest in grapes and
usually not worth the costs to spray anything. As the larvae feed on
young leaf, cluster and shoot tissues, a reddish gall will form (photo).
These galls generally do not hurt the vine, although galls on clusters
can reduce yields in sufficient numbers.
As with phylloxera, control is difficult once the symptoms are visible
because the larvae is inside the gall. Movento does have a 2(ee)
registration for control of tumid gallmaker, but growers considering
control measures should balance the cost of the application versus the
amount of gallmaker present.
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Tailgate Summary
Mike Colizzi

Bob and Kathy Ruis hosted last nights tailgate meeting at their farm in Interlaken. It was a gorgeous night
and there was plenty to talk about now that the season is moving so quickly. Topics from last nights meeting
included downy and powdery mildew, phomopsis, tumid gall maker, grape berry moth, banded grape bug,
and moving forward from winter injury.
While scouting vineyards yesterday the most abundant pests seemed to be downy mildew and banded grape
bug. We were also seeing some phomopsis infections. At the meeting we heard reports from a couple
growers of powdery mildew sightings.
The hot topic last night just like at all meetings so far was what to do next with vines injured this winter. We
talked about applying for TAP and how to work with your crop insurance agent moving forward. The most
important thing is to not do anything to the vineyard block until you have spoken with the appropriate
organization. This means don't rip out vines or remove damaged trunks. The adjuster will need to document
the damage before you begin work. While doing work make sure anything you do in a damaged block is well
documented to ensure maximum recovery.
One of the most interesting things to come out of last nights meeting
were the “deer scarecrows” that Bob had deployed around his vineyard. He said he has seen deer in his vineyard every year except this
year and he attributes the reduction to the scarecrows. Bob estimates
the cost at about $5 per scarecrow. They are made of a Tyvek suit, 2
scrap pieces of wood a fence post and two 8” spikes. They spikes
were added to weight down the feet of the suit and when the wind
blows they clang together and add another element to scare away deer.
We would like to thank Bob and Kathy for hosting last nights
meeting and look forward to seeing all of you on June 24th for our
next meeting at Randall Standish Vineyards in South Bristol.
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Upcoming Events
Don’t forget to check out the calendar on our website (http://flgp.cce.cornell.edu/events.php) for
more information about these and other events relevant to the Finger Lakes grape industry.
FLGP Tailgate Meeting
Tuesday, June 24

5:00 – 6:30 PM

Randall Standish Vineyards
6150 Hicks Road, Naples NY
Our next Tailgate Meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 10 at 5:00 PM at Randall Standish Vineyards in
Naples.
These meetings are held every other week at various grape farms around the Finger Lakes, and are intended
to be informal, small-group meetings where FLGP staff and growers can ask questions and discuss issues
about vineyard management, IPM strategies or other topics appropriate for that point in the growing season.
Growers are eligible to receive 0.75 pesticide recertification credits at each meeting this year.
Here are the dates and locations of the rest of our Tailgate Meetings this season.
Date

Address

July 8

Egresi Vineyards, 10887 County Road 78, Prattsburg NY 14873

July 22

Dalrymple Farm, 7890 County Rd. 131, Ovid NY 14521

August 5

Hunt Country Vineyards, 4021 Italy Hill Road, Branchport NY 14418

August 19

Dr. Frank’s Vinifera Wine Cellars, 5230 Route 414, Hector NY 14841

Hops Production in the Lake Erie Region
Saturday June 21, 2014

8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Brocton Central School
138 West Main Road, Brocton NY
Participants will learn about commercial hops production, starting with classroom instruction on production
practices from commercial hops growers from Pennsylvania and New York, as well as Cornell University
extension staff. The talks will provide an overview of hops production from before they are planted in the
ground to the processing and marketing after harvest.
In the afternoon participants will head out to the CLEREL hop yard for a firsthand look at hop yard
construction and a discussion with hops growers on the practices they use in their hop yards. A small-scale
harvester prototype will be available for viewing in the afternoon.
Cost: $75 for members of the Northeast Hops Alliance, $100.00 for non-members
Class size is limited; sign up early to ensure a spot in the class. To register, contact Kate Robinson at (716)
792-2800 x 201 or kjr45@cornell.edu.
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2014 GDD Accumulation
2014 GDD & Precipitation
FL Teaching & Demonstration Vineyard – Dresden, NY

Date
6/4/14
6/5/14
6/6/14
6/7/14
6/8/14
6/9/14
6/10/14
Weekly Total
Season Total

Hi Temp
(F)
73.3
66.1
72.2
78.5
83.4
70.0
76.5

GDDs as of June 10, 2013:

587.5

Rainfall as of June 10, 2013:

7.91

Lo Temp
(F)
54.4
53.0
55.6
50.8
56.0
61.6
63.9

Rain (inches)
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.72
0.03
0.00
0.75”
10.34”

Daily GDDs

Total GDDs

13.9
9.6
13.9
14.7
19.7
15.8
20.2
107.7
564.5

470.7
480.2
494.1
508.8
528.5
544.3
564.5

Seasonal Comparisons (at Geneva)
Growing Degree Days
Cumulative days

2014 GDD 1

Long-term
Avg GDD 2

April

52.1

65.6

ahead (+)/behind (-) 3
-3

May

298.3

247.3

+3

June

153.9

480.6

+4

July
August
September
October
1

Accumulated GDDs for the month.

2

The long-term average (1973-2013) GDD accumulation for that month, or up to the most recent records in the current month.
3

Numbers at the end of each month represent where this year’s GDD accumulation stands relative to
the long-term average. For example, at the end of April 2014, we were 3 days behind average accumulation. The most recent number represents the current status.
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2014 GDD Accumulation (continued from page 6)

Precipitation

April

2.90”

Long-term
Avg Rain 5
2.90”

May

3.64”

3.11”

June

0.82”

3.60”

2014 Rain 4

Monthly deviation from avg 6

+0.53”

0.00”

July
August
September
October
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Monthly rainfall totals up to current date

5

Long-term average rainfall for the month (total)

6

Monthly deviation from average (calculated at the end of the month)
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Additional Information

Become a fan of the Finger Lakes Grape Program on Facebook, or follow us on Twitter (@cceﬂgp) as well as
YouTube. Also check out our website, “The Grape Lakes – Viticulture in the Finger Lakes” at http://
ﬂg.cce.cornell.edu.
Got some grapes to sell? Looking to buy some equipment or bulk wine? List your ad on the NY Grape &
Wine Classiﬁeds website today!
Cornell University Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. CCE does
not endorse or recommend any speciﬁc product or service. This program is solely intended to educate consumers about their choices. Contact CCE if you have any special needs such as visual, hearing or mobility
impairments.
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